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The study on production and marketing condition of lotus, to study growing system, lotus
production system, and guidance of lotus production and marketing research and to be used as
data to improve cultivating method, production and water resource use management so that the
product can be used for various purposes.

Lotus field in Puttamonthon district in Nakom Phatomare mostly rent area with
approximately size of 10-15 rais through working capital of 12,000 — 20,000 Baht per month. The
farmers prefer to cultivate magnolia lotus and sacred lotus. Sometime the rice paddy is applied to
lOtL;S farming since the use of area is not different and area on ridge can be used to cultivate other
types of plants for alternative income. The method of lotus farming in general starts from digging
hole, transplant the rhizomes and nurture itto harvest its flower later. When the product is
decreased or lotus becomes degenerate, the farmer will break it to start new cycle of production.
The main capital cost of lotus farm is from asset and agricultural equipment but chemical and
maintenance of farm are costs that most affect the farmer. The operational workforce is from
domestic but they will employ for fabor only for lotus harvesting and lotus gathering into bunch.
The important problems are disease and insects and it requires chemical use. However, it cannot
solve the problem completely. Lotuses from Nakompathom are available for sale mostly at
Pakklohgtalad market. The product price depends on season and festivals. The young pod will be
exported only to foreign markets. For lotuses from Nakomsawan, all of the products are from Bung
Boraped which is natural swamp. The farmers can harvest for the product spending only fuel cost
traveling to pick the lotus. The products from Bung Boraped are leaves, flowers, rhizomes and
pods. However, at the present most of products are lotus flower to obtain dried pollen and dried
leaves since foreign markets purchase the product through locall middieman.

Since geherally utilization of lotus is its flowers, research and promotion of product's
processing should be provided. There are many benefits such as medical property, beauty, health
and food. However, what to be considered is its productivity that requires expansion of area and

chemical-free including certain supporting market for lotus seed, sprout, rhizome and pollen.





