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The study was conducted to find out the decision-making process of the
vocational students in Suphanburi Province and to identify the factors related to their decision-
making the data were collected from 313 third-year vocational students at the Suphanburi
Vocational College. A questionnaire was employed to gather the data. The descriptive statistics,
i.e., percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data and the inferential
statistics-Chi-square-were employed to find out the relationship between variables.

It was found that most of the subjects were female. About two-thirds had a
moderate academic achievement (with a GPA of 2.01-3.00). Their parents did not have high
education. They completed secondary school at most (90.7). Most were self-employed. They
were engaged in small trades or general employment (46.3%) and agriculture (34.5%). Their
families earned lower than $,00 baht a month, which was a low income.

Regarding their decision making on furthering their education, most decided to
continue their educaticn in the vocational line (80.2%) rather than higher learning education
(19.8%). Those who planned to work for private companies (68.0%) outnumbered these who
planned to work for government agencies or state enterprises (21.4%). Their parents wanted them
to further their studies (85.6%) and to work for government agencies or state enterprises (35.8)
more than other occupation.

The factors found to be significantly related to their decisicn to continue their
education were 1) the students’ personal factors, i.e., GPA and occupational expectation 2) the

environmental factors, i.c., parents’ occupation and expectation and friends’ suggestion.
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The factors that had no significant relationship with their dicision to further their
studies were 1) the sutdents’ factor-i.e., sex, 2) the environmental factors, i.e., parents’ education,
opportunity provided by the parents to further their sutdies and suggestions from guidance

teachers.

Recommendations

Since most vocational students decided to further their education in the
vocational line, it was recommended that the administrators of the Suphanburi Vocational College
do the following:

1. Developing a variety of vocational programs to serve the need of the students,
the community and the labor maket so that the college can be a source of knowledge for
continuing education.

2. Finding fund soucers and employment to support the students having a
financial problem but wanting to further their studies by providing a variety of educational and,

such as agrants, student loans, part-time work, etc.



