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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to compare the teachers’ actual role
and expected role in the learner-centered approach in the eye of the pupils, and 2) to
identify the factors affecting the students’ opinion on the teachers’ role in the learner-
centered approach. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 200 pupils in
grade 5 and grade 6 of Ban Thanto Self-reliance Community School in Thanto District,
Yala Province. SPSS for WINDOWS was employed to analyze the data. Frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test
and F-test to test the hypotheses. The findings were summarized below.

1. The teachers’ actual role was found to be moderate (X = 2.77) but the
pupils expected from the teachers at a high level (X = 3.32).

2. The factor influencing the pupils’ opinions was their Grade Point Average.
That is, the pupils with a high GPA had more expectations from the teachers in the
learner-centered approach than those with a low GPA. On the contrary, sex, age,
father's occupation and mother's occupation were found to have no relationship with
their attitude.

3. The two actual roles of the teachers found to be at a high level were that the
teachers had arranged activities that enabled the pupils to express themselves and that
there were a variety of learning activities. The other actual roles were found to be at a
moderate level. One of them was the teachers’ encouraging the pupils to make
conclusions about what had been studied and to set a study plan. The teachers were

good moral and ethicai models. The pupils could learn from real-life situations. The
pupils had fun while studying because the teaching method was interesting. The

teachers taught the pupils to be proud of the outcome of the work they did together.
The teachers taught them to think, practice and make self-improvement. The teachers
urged them to search for more new knowledge. The pupil learnt and practice in groups.
The teachers asked the pupils to evaluate their own behavior. The teachers assist the
pupils in searching for knowledge.

In case the lessons were difficult, the teachers helped the pupils, encouraging
them to study and use a variety of knowledge sources. They should be kind to all the
pupils. They encouraged the pupils to evaluate them academic achievement and link a
variety of knowledge sources to real-life situations. When the pupils were faced with
difficult problems or lessons, the teachers gave them advice and make them learn from
real-life problems or situations. The pupils were thought to draw conclusions or
generalizations from review of iterative, trials and experiments to enable them to solve
problems by themselves. They were also taught to be able to work independently and
to carryout activities in which they were interested in. The pupils could learn general
contents by themselves. The pupils had have a chance to ask the teachers to explain
what they do not understand.

All the expected roles of the teachers in the learner-centered approach were

found to be at a high level.





