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The two objectives of the study were 1) to reveal the opinion of eligible voters on the
direct election of the mayor ; and 2) to identify the factor§ expected to influence the eligible
voters’ opinion on the direct election of the mayor.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 336 voters in the Tambon Lamsai
Municipality, Lamlookka District, Patthumthani Province. Percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test and F-test were employed for data analysis.

The findings were briefly stated as follows :

1. Most of the respondents were males, aged 18-26 years old. They finished secondary
scheol (Matthayomsuksa 3) and high school (Matthayomsuksa 6) or equivalent. The majority
were engaged in small trades. Their incomes ranged from 3,001 baht to 6,000 baht a month. They
had liittle political experience and got access to related information at a low level. However, they
had a moderate knowledge and understanding about the direct election of the mayor.

2. The respondents were found to agree rather strongly with the direct election of the
mayor. Their reasons were based on democracy rather than on the mayor’s administration.

3. The factors affecting their opinion on the direct election of the mayor Were
occupation, income, access to related information and knowledge and understanding of the direct
election of the mayor. In contrast, sex, age, education and political experience were found to

have no impact on their opinion about this matter.

The following recommendations were made : TE 1 3 5 9 9 O

1) The pattern of local organization administration of the Tambon Lamsai Municipality
in the future should be in the form of having the mayor from direct election in order to respond to
democratic ruling and in order to increase the efficiency of municipal administration.

2) The government agency or the local administrative organization and the local
administrators should disseminate related information and carry out more public relations work to
enable people to learn the purpose and the process of direct election of the mayor.

. 3) The government agency or the local administrative organization and the local
administrations should increase the people’s knowledge about the direct election of the mayor.

4) The government agency or the local administrative organization and the local
administrations should realize the importance of public opinions about local administration more

than before and provide an opportunity for people to express their views about the local

administrative pattern or local development activity.





