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The study aimed to find out the social behavior change of the prisoners
by means of informal education.

Eight key informants were the prisoners in the Perdhuaypong Prison in
Rayong Province who passed the informal education program of the Informal Education
Department, the Ministry of Education. The study was qualitative research using the in-
depth interview and observation including related documents and interviewing related
people, i.e., the prisoners’ relatives, friends, prison officials and administrators, to collect
the data. Their behaviors in living with others, accepting others' opinion, seeking
knowledge by oneself or self — development, and communication with others were
studied.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. Most of the prisoners wére uneducated. They were 20-30 years old.
They were engaged in general employment. They had to serve a 6 to 10 year term in
prison, and it was their firs offense. When they first entered the prison before entering
the informal education program, they isolated themselves form others, did not trust
anyone, had stress combined with a feeling of taking revenge, did not talk to other
prisoners, and contacted their relatives through letters. They misspelled words and
would contact their relatives only when necessary, such as when they wanted personal

belongings.
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2. After they had been educated, they adjusted themselves in living
with others. For example, they could control their emotion, helped each other instead of
isolating themselves, accepted others’ opinions and talked to others more. They
especially dared to express their initiative ideas, and searched for new knowledge.
They read more often so that they would not forget the reading skill. This led to their
occupational development and effective communication with others. They greeted
people concermned and wrote to their relatives more often because of their confidence in
writing.

3. The purpose of entering the informal education program was that
these prisoners wanted to be able to read and write correctly, know how to calculate
accurately and speedily and improve themselves during the imprisonment term.

4. The probiems found were that the contents of the program did
not match the needs of the target group. For example, the required secondary school
course on the promotion of the quality of life used the books similar to that taught to the
students in general and the teacher did not adapt the content to fit the prisoners;
therefore, they could not follow t he teacher's instruction. There were also not enough
teaching aids and the existing ones were out of date and wretched. There was a lack of
transferring the study results between prisons.

5. Two recommendations were made as foliows :

- Operational implications The program should be improved to fit the
target group. More teaching aids should be provided to promote leaming.
Psychologisis should be invited to talk to the prisoners. They shouid be given a chance
to have recreation once in a while. Occupational training to serve their needs should
also be given to them.

- Implications for further research Qualitative studies should be
conducted to follow the prisoners’ behavior after they have been set free . Action
research on participation among the family, the community and the prisoner should be
conducted. So should action research on curriculum development to meet the needs of

the target group



