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The survey was conducted for three main objectives: 1) to study and follow up the
work performance of the government irom the eighth national development plan to the present;
2) to determine the level of people’s participation In community plan formulation, the factors
counfributing to it and the problems and obstacles; and 3) to make some recommendations to

improve the people’s participatory process in community plan formulation.

The questionnaire was utlized to gather the data from 148 household members or people in
Tambon Bangtathain, Song Phinong District, Suphanbrri Province. Percentage, Mean and
Standard Deviation were used to analyze the data, and t-test, F-test or one-way ANOVA and

Scheffe paired sample test were used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized as follows :

1. Most of the samples were villagers and more than half were male. Qne-fourth were 41 -
50 years old Most were married. More than half finished primary school and also more than
half were farmers. Almost half of them earned and income of 3,001 — 6,000 baht a month.
About one-third had lived in the area for less than 30 years. Moreover, most were members

of the farmer group.
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2. The people in the study were found to take part in community plan formulation at
a moderate level. They had different reasons for participation, depending on the individuals
and the external factors, such as membership of a social group, access to information about
community plan formulation, and seeing importance of solving the internal community

problems.

3. When the hypotheses were tested, the factors found to have a significant impact on
people’s participation in community plan formulation at the 0.05 level were sex, occupation,
membership of a social group, knowledge and understanding of the community plan and
expectation of benefits from participation. On the other hand, age, education, monthly household
income, number of residential yearsin Tambon Bangtathain, and faith in the local leader
were found to have on influence on their participation in community plan formulation at the

0.05 level.

4. The problems and cbstacles of setiing the community plan were lack of cooperation from
the people, lack of knowledge and understanding about planning, lack of coordination, lack of
unity, being accustomed to receiving assistance from the government, budget limit, lock of
public relations, untransparency / interest groups/political influence/ cliques, lack of seriousness in
carrying out the task, lack of responsibility, poverty, and poor education. It was suggested that more
public relations should be made for information to reach all people, that cooperation should be sought
from all parties, that there should be unity in the community; that people should sacrifice, be patent

and unstubburn, that community lcaders must be trained, and that more activities should be arranged.

5. Based on the findings, the following were recommended:

1) The government should coordinate with other development organization in
supporting the preparation of the community plan in order to make people have a good knowledge
and understanding of community plan formulation to be incline with the national policy.

2) Services public relations should be continuously carried out to make people have

a good understanding of how to formulate the community plan.
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3) Local/ community lecturers should be developed because they wili understand the
local environment and problems well.

4) The disadvantaged people should be given opportunities to present the community
problems and their opinions.

5) Importance should be given to continuously follow up and evaluate the results of
people’s participation.

6) Indicators to measure the success of the community plan should be
" developed.

7) The community leaders should urge the woman group to take part in community
plan formulation or to express their opinions about the plan.

8) Further studies should foes on people’s participation in setting up a sub-district
plan and a district plan and to compare the community plans of different communities in

order to use the best plan as a model for other areas.



