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There are 3 objectives for this research, i .e., 1. to study Chiangrai people’s knowledge
and understanding cf the Senate members’roles and duties according to the Constitution,
B.E.2540 2. to study factors affecting their knowledge and understanding of the Senate members’
roles and duties as mentioned above, 3. to find out the peoples’perception of the Senate
members’roles and duties specified by the Constitution and peoples® expected roles of the Senate
members.

The samples for this study comprise 399 people residing at Phan District, Chiangrai
Province; the questionnaire is used as a major tool for data collection; statistics for testing the
hypotheses are One-way Analysis of Variance.

Results of the study arc briefly shown below:

1.The people’s knowledge and understanding the Senate members’roles and duties in
general appear to be low. When consider specifically, the average highest knowledge and
understanding appcears in the roles of the Constitution amendment and the ability to vote jointly
with the lower house members.The average lowest knowledge and understanding is no
responsibility in solving problems in their constituency.

2. Factors affecting the people’s knowledge and understanding of the matters are levei of
education and political participation. Howcver, the level of political information receiving is not
affected the people’s knowledge and understanding of the matters.

3.The majority of samples think that the Scnate members should be serious in
supervising the Government’s work and drafting and amending laws and the Constitution. Some
people, however, sce that somc Scnatc members are not politically neutral and appointing
unsuitable persons for positions in independent organization.

Important recommendations proposed by the researcher are:

1.The state and private organizations should promote the people’s realization of their
civil duties in the democratic regime; the education curriculum should cover democratic aspects
of government 1n every level, including sctting up an agency responsible for spreading knowledge
and understanding of the Scnate members’roles and dutics to the people at large sufficiently and
realistically.

2. For further rescarch about the matter, it should be carried on ways and means to
effectively publicize the Scnate works including a study of the suitability of the present

Constitution.





