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The three major objectives of the study were 1) 10 ascertain the social expectation of
the prisoners in Chiangrai Central Prison after release, in terms of relationship with the
relatives, community and society ; 2) to identify the factors affecting their social expectations in
these matters ; and 3) to make recommendations for improving the prison operation so that the
prisoners could adjust themselves when returning to the socicty after release.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 287 prisoners in Chiangrai
Central Prison during October 1 — 30, 2002.

The findings were summarized below.

I. Most of the prisoners were males, aged 23-40. Nearly half finished secondary
school, followed by primary school. The more or less the same number was engaged in general
employment, small trade and agriculture. More than half violated the drug law. The number of
middle level prisoners was equal to that of excellent ones. Half of them had been imprisoned
for 2-5 years.

2. The overall social expectation of the prisoners was found to be high. They had a
higher expectation for good relations from their family members and relatives than from the
community and socicly.

3. The factors found 1o effect their social expectations in terms of relationship with the

rclatives, community and socicty were as follows
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3.1 The prisoners from different levels had a different degree of social
expectation. The middle level prisoners had a higher expectation than those who were waiting
for the verdict.

3.2 The prisoners who had a different degree of satisfaction in occupational
training had a different level of social expectation. That is, those who received more
becupational training also had a higher social expectation.

3.3 The prisoners who had a different degree of satisfaction with the close visit
project had a different level of social expectation. That is, those who were more satisfied with
the project had a higher social expectation.

Recommendations
1. Policy Implications

1.1 Recommendations to the States. The government should set up an agency
or organization o seriously look after the prisoners after they were released. The organization
should look after the welfare and give different assistances. For example : 1) Secking
cooperation from the public and the private sector to give jobs in factors to- the released
prisoners who received vocational training and obtained a certificate ; 2) Providing a fund for
investment and for further studies for released young prisoners so that they can eam a living to
support their families and can continue their education.

1.2 The government should persuade the business and industrial sector th help
it by employing released prisoners in factors and appraising their performance continuously to
make sure that they would be fit to live in the society.

2. Operational implications.

The Department of Corrections should coordinate with the Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security by holding mecting of the representatives from the Ministry
of Justice and the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security or relate agencics in
order to {ind concrete measures 10 assist released prisoners and to urge to the government to set
up an organization dircctly responsible for helping them and to allocate a budget to find basic

neeessities for them when they were still in prison and afier they were sct free.
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2.1 Recommendations to the Prison. The following welfare should be provided
for the prisoners : 1) palatable and nuitritions food, including supplementary food such as milk,
frut, and dessert — at least one kind a day ; 2) more bedrooms in the existing buildings,
including cnough armchairs and excrcise facilities, for the prisoners ; 3) adequate medicines
and medical equipment by asking for donation from public and private organizations and by
coordinate with different hospitals to get more doctors and nurses to look after the prisoner in
the prison ; and 4) a place where the prisoners and their relatives can meet each other and stay
overnight once in a while.

2.2 Recommendations to the Community and Society. One activity that should
be held is to take community members to visit prisoners in a group to show that the community
doces not neglect them, forgive them, understand them and have prejudice against them as they
arc members of the community or society, too.

2.3 Recommendations to the Prisoners’ Families and Relatives. The family
members and relatives should regularly visit the prisoners, talk to them lovingly, show their
affection, foregiveness to them, and giving advice to them all the time so that the prisoners will
have a will to do good deeds.

3. Academic Implications

3.1 Further research should include prisoners in the prisons in different
regions.

3.2 Further research should study the attitude of community people toward
rcleased prisoners and the activities of the Department of Corrections.

3.3 Evaluation should be made on the activities held by the -collaboration
between the Department of Corrections and the community to find out the effectiveness of the

activities.



