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Abstract

The study on ‘An Assessment of Self-Concept in Juvenile Delinquents’ aims
to compare the self-concept of juvenile during investigation or juridical consideration,
under the control of the Center of Juvenile Observation and Protection and that of
juveniles prepared and trained by the Juvenile Vocational Training Center, before being
released to the society, with the self-concept of juvenile delinquents. This study also
aims to study the relation between environmental factors of the center/home for juveniles
of the Center of Juvenile Observation and Protection and environmental factors of the
Juvenile Vocational Training Center with self-concept of juvenile delinquents. The
methodology of this study consists of two types of study, i.e., documentary study and
field study. As for the field study, the tool used in order to collect the desired information
is a set of questionnaire which will be distributed to the sample groups, i.e., 235
juveniles who are engaged in investigation or juridical consideration and 100 juveniles
who are in the preparation stage before being released to the society. The other tool
used in the field study is individual interviews with juveniles in both groups. The number
of the interviewees is six: three are those engaged in investigation and other three are
those in the preparation stage.

The results from the study indicate that both sample groups possess similar
fundamental information. The majority of the members of these two groups are male,
with the age range of fifteen to eighteen years. The education level of most of the
samples is primary school level. Most of these samples are charged with the guilt
concerning drugs, this is the first time for most of the samples. The samples have to stay
at the home/center for juveniles or the Juvenile Vocational Training Center for one to six
months, and most samples from both groups admit that they have good attitudes toward
the juridical process of Thailand. Concemning self-concepts of the samples, the results
from the comparative study state that the juveniles engaged in the investigation or
juridical consideration have identity, personal data, social statuses, physical features,
and overall properties different from those of juveniles in the preparation stage. The

mean values of both types are 3.45 and 3.30, respectively. As for the factors of family
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and society that are related to self-concepts of juvenile delinquents, it is precise that
these factors are related to self-concept of juveniles engaged in investigation; likewise,
self-concept, in all aspects excluding physical features, of juveniles in the preparation
stage is also related to the factors of family and society as well. Concerning
environmental factors of the home/center for juveniles, it is found that these factors are
related to self-concept of juveniles engaged in investigation; likewise, self-concept, in all
aspects excluding physical features, of juveniles in the preparation stage is also related
to environmental factors of the home/center for juveniles.

From the study, it is clear that self-concepts of juvenile delinquents are
related to several factors including family and society that a juvenile has been
accustomed to before being charged. The environmental factors of the home/center for
such juveniles also have impacts on the juveniles as well. Thus, as the researcher, |
would like to make some suggestions of the way to improve self-concepts of juvenile
delinquents. First, schools should adjust their atmosphere to support learning abilities
and appropriate capabilities of juveniles. Secondly, members of the family of a juvenile
who is engaged in investigation or juridical consideration should develop mutual
understanding. At the mean time, the home/center for juveniles should apply
appropriate regulations; the staffs of the center should understand and have positive
attitudes toward these juveniles. As for the juveniles who are in the preparation stage
before being released, apart from the development of school environs, the press should
praise them as good examples, and give advice concerning media exposure to their
parents. As for training centers, they should be concerned about problems or difficulties
taking place during the training; in addition, they should give appropriate advice to the
juveniles in order to solve such problems in a manner that is appropriate and agreeable

to the needs of the juveniles.



