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The research is aimed at analyzing the role of folklore in Thai film industry by studying
horror movies made during the years1999 — 2005. The chosen 50 Thai horror movies were
studied in respect of their presentation on the continuation and changes of folklore in the Thai
social context; their conveyance of social meanings thrBugh folklore; and the role of folklore in

the development of Thai film industry.

The findings reveal that the economic crisis of the year 1997 caused the high
popularity in horror movie production. The economic crisis has also stimulated patriotism,
revival of the past and the values of locality which have been presented through various forms
as well as an upward trend towards the cult of god and holy being worship in the country
entirely. This phenomenon is directly relevant to the content of Thai horror movies which have
been made according to tales and stories of local beliefs. The insertion of local beliefs,
folklore and culture in various aspecté was aimed at demonstrating the identity of locality and
Thainess. This is also applicable to the content of the supernatural which was made in

response to the public favor of the mentioned period.

Thai horror movies have presented varibus types of folklore, signifying the
Continuation of the past and changes to be suitable for present lifestyles. The film productions
have been made in respons.e to foreign film market favor. A lot of folklore presented in every
film conveys social meanings of the Thai society in terms of the pbreservatian of Buddhist
cosmology; the belief in karma; feminine gender and sexuality; concepts of power and the
loss of power; conflicts between the world of science and magic; the crisis of modernity; the
struggle between Thainess and Western influence; the coliision between culture and the
religious combination; and the criticism of public morality. Folklore in Thai horror films also has
a significant role in developing Thai film industry in three ways which are the introduction of
folklore in film production; the presentation of Thai identity; and the seeking of selling points

for Thai films in global market place.

This research is the confirmation of the survival of folklore through the highly
developed society as being roots of social culture which has merely been adapted and
adjusted in some ways with some modification in detail to be appropriate for the altered
society. This research demonstrates the modern folklore which has the dynamics of “lesson”

giving done towards “groups of people” according to Social changes.





