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The research “Communications and Information Technology Uses in Buddhism Websites” aims at
analyzing the media format used in illustrating Buddhism contents in Buddhism websites and the
technology uses in the websites. This research applies both qualitative method and quantitative method.
Qualitative methods are 1. Textual Analysis in popular Buddhism websites ranking by www.truehits.net, the

subjects are 1) www.palungjit.com 2) www.dhammajak.net 3) www.dmc.tv and 4) www.fungdham.com, and

2. In-Depth Interview, 9 subjects. Quantitative method is Survey, 223 set of data are collected from online
survey, posted in Buddhism webboards. The result in Textual Analysis part shows that the websites subjects
use all types of multimedia format, various types of programmes and the interactive media use is mostly the
asynchronous one-to-many type. The result in In-Depth Interview and Survey parts show the media format
often uses by respondents are online articles, online audio files and online VDO clip, respectively.
Respondents agree that they can find the large amount of Buddhism contents in the internet in a convenient
manner and they feel more intimate to Buddhism after they visit the websites. Besides, the different age gap
is not the barrier in using the internet. On the other hand, the subject, categorized by age, in group 3 (over
41 years old) has a higher volume of internet use with Buddhism contents comparing to those in group 1
and 2 (group 1: up to 30 years old, group 2: 3041 years old), including the positive attitude towards the use
of internet with Buddhism contents. Subject in group 2 has more positive attitude and participation in
Buddhism online community, comparing to other groups.

Moreover, the results indicates that Buddhism websites are capable of fulfilling the needs of uses
and personal gratifications in following topics; cognitive needs, personal integrative needs, social integrative
needs and tension release needs. Importantly, internet can provide the spiritual needs in Buddhism.
Nevertheless, internet cannot replace the temples in the aspect of the atmosphere, the physical reality of the
holiness and spiritual sacredness, the affirmative feeling and joyful moment gained when practice religious

deeds and participate in ritual ceremony together with other Buddhists.
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