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ABSTRACT

Ethanol production from oil palm empty fruit bunch using acid-catalyzed steam explosion
technique. Oil palm empty fruit bunch chips which impregnated in 0.14 M H,SO, for one night was
steam at temperature varying between 180, 191 and 203 ’C for 2, 3 and 5 min. The steamed fiber
was washed with hot water to yield a solution rich in hemicelluloses-derived monosaccharide. The
optimum conditions of steam pretreatment were assessed by measuring monomer (xylose)
solubilization and percentage yield of fiber. The result showed that the condition at 203°C for 2 min
of explosion time gave the maximum 8.78% xylose and 54.11% fiber. The fiber obtained from this
optimum condition was also further studied ethanol yield by separate hydrolysis and fermentation
(SHF) compared with simultaneous saccharification and fermentation (SSF). The result showed that
separate hydrolysis and fermentation (SHF) gave maximum 74.43% ethanol of theoretical yield and
simultaneous saccharification and fermentation (SSF) gave maximum 64.30% ethanol of the
theoretical yield. In addition fermentation of hydrolysate that obtained from the optimum condition
of steam explosion was also studied ethanol yield by detoxified hydrolysate and non-detoxified
hydrolysate wear compared for the xylose fermentation into ethanol. It was found that fermentation
of detoxified hydrolysate produced 81.03% ethanol of theoretical yield and fermentation of non-
detoxified hydrolysate produced 20.64% ethanol of theoretical yield. The result showed that
separate hydrolysis and fermentation (SHF) gave higher percent ethanol yield than simultaneous
saccharification and fermentation (SSF). In addition fermentation of detoxified hydrolysate gave
higher percent ethanol yield than non-detoxified hydrolysate. So, both results from fiber and

hydrolysate fermentation can increase the total percentage yield of ethanol.
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