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1 Article 1  
}The purpose of the present Convention is to promote, protect and ensure the 

full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons 
with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.� 
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2 Preamble  (m)  
}Recognizing the valued existing and potential contributions made by persons 

with disabilities to the overall well-being and diversity of their communities, and that the 
promotion of the full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms and of full participation by persons with disabilities will result in 
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their enhanced sense of belonging and in significant advances in the human, social and 
economic development of society and the eradication of poverty� 

3 Article 24  
1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to 

education. With a view to realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of 
equal opportunity, States Parties shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels 
and lifelong learning directed to: 

 (a)  The full development of human potential and sense of dignity and 
self-worth, and the strengthening of respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms 
and human diversity;  

 (b)  The development by persons with disabilities of their personality, 
talents and creativity, as well as their mental and physical abilities, to their fullest 
potential; 

 (c)  Enabling persons with disabilities to participate effectively in a free 
society. 

2.  In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that: 
 (a)  Persons with disabilities are not excluded from the general education 

system on the basis of disability, and that children with disabilities are not excluded from 
free and compulsory primary education, or from secondary education, on the basis of 
disability; 
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 (b)  Persons with disabilities can access an inclusive, quality and free 
primary education and secondary education on an equal basis with others in the 
communities in which they live; 

 (c)  Reasonable accommodation of the individual�s requirements is 
provided;  

 (d)  Persons with disabilities receive the support required, within the 
general education system, to facilitate their effective education; 

 (e)  Effective individualized support measures are provided in 
environments that maximize academic and social development, consistent with the goal 
of full inclusion. 

3.  States Parties shall enable persons with disabilities to learn life and social 
development skills to facilitate their full and equal participation in education and as 
members of the community. To this end, States Parties shall take appropriate measures, 
including:  

 (a)  Facilitating the learning of Braille, alternative script, augmentative 
and alternative modes, means and formats of communication and orientation and 
mobility skills, and facilitating peer support and mentoring;  

 (b)  Facilitating the learning of sign language and the promotion of the 
linguistic identity of the deaf community;  

 (c)  Ensuring that the education of persons, and in particular children, 
who are blind, deaf or deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriate languages and 
modes and means of communication for the individual, and in environments which 
maximize academic and social development.  

4.  In order to help ensure the realization of this right, States Parties shall take 
appropriate measures to employ teachers, including teachers with disabilities, who are 
qualified in sign language and/or Braille, and to train professionals and staff who work at 
all levels of education. Such training shall incorporate disability awareness and the use 
of appropriate augmentative and alternative modes, means and formats of 
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communication, educational techniques and materials to support persons with 
disabilities. 

5.  States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities are able to access 
general tertiary education, vocational training, adult education and lifelong learning 
without discrimination and on an equal basis with others. To this end, States Parties shall 
ensure that reasonable accommodation is provided to persons with disabilities. 

4 Article 6 }Women with disabilities : 
1.States Parties recognize that women and girls with disabilities are subject to 

multiple discrimination, and in this regard shall take measures to ensure the full and 
equal enjoyment by them of all human rights and fundamental freedoms.2.States Parties 
shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the full development, advancement and 
empowerment of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and 
enjoyment of the human rights and fundamental freedoms set out in the present 
Convention.� 
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5 Article 16  (5) States Parties shall put in place effective legislation and 

policies, including women- and child-focused legislation and policies, to ensure that 
instances of exploitation, violence and abuse against persons with disabilities are 
identified, investigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted. 

6 Article 28  (b) To ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular 
women and girls with disabilities and older persons with disabilities, to social protection 
programmes and poverty reduction programmes 

7 Article 7 }Children with disabilities : 
1.  States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure the full 

enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on 
an equal basis with other children. 

2.  In all actions concerning children with disabilities, the best interests of the 
child shall be a primary consideration. 

3.States Parties shall ensure that children with disabilities have the right to 
express their views freely on all matters affecting them, their views being given due 
weight in accordance with their age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, 
and to be provided with disability and age-appropriate assistance to realize that right.� 
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8 Article 25 
States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to the 

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the 
basis of disability. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access 
for persons with disabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including 
health-related rehabilitation. In particular, States Parties shall:  

 (a)  Provide persons with disabilities with the same range, quality and 
standard of free or affordable health care and programmes as provided to other 
persons, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health and population-based 
public health programmes;  

 (b)  Provide those health services needed by persons with disabilities 
specifically because of their disabilities, including early identification and intervention as 
appropriate, and services designed to minimize and prevent further disabilities, 
including among children and older persons; 

 (c)  Provide these health services as close as possible to people�s own 
communities, including in rural areas;  
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 (d)  Require health professionals to provide care of the same quality to 
persons with disabilities as to others, including on the basis of free and informed 
consent by, inter alia, raising awareness of the human rights, dignity, autonomy and 
needs of persons with disabilities through training and the promulgation of ethical 
standards for public and private health care; 

 (e)  Prohibit discrimination against persons with disabilities in the 
provision of health insurance, and life insurance where such insurance is permitted by 
national law, which shall be provided in a fair and reasonable manner; 

 (f)  Prevent discriminatory denial of health care or health services or food 
and fluids on the basis of disability. 
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10 Article 17 }Protecting the integrity of the person:  
Every person with disabilities has a right to respect for his or her physical and 

mental integrity on an equal basis with others.� 
11 Article 9  
1.To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully 

in all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons 
with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, to 
transportation, to information and communications, including information and 
communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or 
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provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas. These measures, which shall 
include the identification and elimination of obstacles and barriers to accessibility,� 

12 Article 30 
4.  Persons with disabilities shall be entitled, on an equal basis with others, to 

recognition and support of their specific cultural and linguistic identity, including sign 
languages and deaf culture.  

5.  With a view to enabling persons with disabilities to participate on an equal 
basis with others in recreational, leisure and sporting activities, States Parties shall take 
appropriate measures:  

 (a) To encourage and promote the participation, to the fullest extent 
possible, of persons with disabilities in mainstream sporting activities at all levels;  

 (b) To ensure that persons with disabilities have an opportunity to 
organize, develop and participate in disability-specific sporting and recreational 
activities and, to this end, encourage the provision, on an equal basis with others, of 
appropriate instruction, training and resources;  

 (c) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sporting, 
recreational and tourism venues; 

 (d)  To ensure that children with disabilities have equal access with other 
children to participation in play, recreation and leisure and sporting activities, including 
those activities in the school system;  

 (e) To ensure that persons with disabilities have access to services from 
those involved in the organization of recreational, tourism, leisure and sporting activities. 
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13 Article 19 States Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal right 

of all persons with disabilities to live in the community, with choices equal to others, and 
shall take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons with 
disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community, 
including by ensuring that: 

 (a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose their place of 
residence and where and with whom they live on an equal basis with others and are not 
obliged to live in a particular living arrangement; 

 (b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, 
residential and other community support services, including personal assistance 
necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to prevent isolation or 
segregation from the community; 

 (c) Community services and facilities for the general population are 
available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and are responsive to their 
needs. 
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14 Article 10 }Right to life : 
States Parties reaffirm that every human being has the inherent right to life and 

shall take all necessary measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with 
disabilities on an equal basis with others.� 

15 Article 12   
1.    States Parties reaffirm that persons with disabilities have the right to 

recognition everywhere as persons before the law.  
2. States Parties shall recognize that persons with disabilities enjoy legal 

capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life.  
3. States Parties shall take appropriate measures to provide access by 

persons with disabilities to the support they may require in exercising their legal 
capacity. 

4. States Parties shall ensure that all measures that relate to the exercise of 
legal capacity provide for appropriate and effective safeguards to prevent abuse in 
accordance with international human rights law. Such safeguards shall ensure that 
measures relating to the exercise of legal capacity respect the rights, will and 
preferences of the person, are free of conflict of interest and undue influence, are 
proportional and tailored to the person�s circumstances, apply for the shortest time 
possible and are subject to regular review by a competent, independent and impartial 
authority or judicial body. The safeguards shall be proportional to the degree to which 
such measures affect the person�s rights and interests. 
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5. Subject to the provisions of this article, States Parties shall take all 
appropriate and effective measures to ensure the equal right of persons with disabilities 
to own or inherit property, to control their own financial affairs and to have equal access 
to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit, and shall ensure that 
persons with disabilities are not arbitrarily deprived of their property. 

16 Article 13  
1. States Parties shall ensure effective access to justice for persons with 

disabilities on an equal basis with others, including through the provision of procedural 
and age-appropriate accommodations, in order to facilitate their effective role as direct 
and indirect participants, including as witnesses, in all legal proceedings, including at 
investigative and other preliminary stages.  

2. In order to help to ensure effective access to justice for persons with 
disabilities, States Parties shall promote appropriate training for those working in the 
field of administration of justice, including police and prison staff 

17 Article 5 }Equality and non-discrimination : 
1.States Parties recognize that all persons are equal before and under the law 

and are entitled without any discrimination to the equal protection and equal benefit of 
the law. 
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2. States Parties shall prohibit all discrimination on the basis of disability and 
guarantee to persons with disabilities equal and effective legal protection against 
discrimination on all grounds.  

3. In order to promote equality and eliminate discrimination, States Parties shall 
take all appropriate steps to ensure that reasonable accommodation is provided. 

4. Specific measures which are necessary to accelerate or achieve de facto 
equality of persons with disabilities shall not be considered discrimination under the 
terms of the present Convention.� 

18 �?+��
���
)�	��� #�� 1(3) }The Purposes of the United Nations are:�3.To 
achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an 
economic,social,cultural,or humanitarian character,and in promoting and encouraging 
respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to 
race,sex,language,or religion;and�� 
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19 Article 1 }Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term 

physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various 
barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with 
others.� 
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20 Article 22  
1. No person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or living 

arrangements, shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her 
privacy, family, home or correspondence or other types of communication or to unlawful 
attacks on his or her honour and reputation. Persons with disabilities have the right to 
the protection of the law against such interference or attacks. 

2. States Parties shall protect the privacy of personal, health and 
rehabilitation information of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others. 

21 Article 16 (a) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the 
freedom to make one�s own choices, and independence of persons 

22 Article 16 (b) Non-discrimination 
23 Article 16 (c) Full and effective participation and inclusion in society 
24 Article 16 (e) Equality of opportunity 
25 Article 16 (g) Equality between men and women 
26 Article 16 (h) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities 

and respect for the right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities 
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27 Article 10 }Right to life : 
States Parties reaffirm that every human being has the inherent right to life and 

shall take all necessary measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with 
disabilities on an equal basis with others.� 
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}Every person with disabilities has a right to respect for his or her physical and 
mental integrity on an equal basis with others�   
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28 Article 27 }Work and employment : 
States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work, on an 

equal basis with others; this includes the right to the opportunity to gain a living by work 
freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and work environment that is open, 
inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities. States Parties shall safeguard and 
promote the realization of the right to work, including for those who acquire a disability 
during the course of employment, by taking appropriate steps, including through 
legislation� 
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29 Article 27 
1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work, on an 

equal basis with others; this includes the right to the opportunity to gain a living by work 
freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and work environment that is open, 
inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities. States Parties shall safeguard and 
promote the realization of the right to work, including for those who acquire a disability 
during the course of employment, by taking appropriate steps, including through 
legislation, to, inter alia: 

 (a) Prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability with regard to all 
matters concerning all forms of employment, including conditions of recruitment, hiring 
and employment, continuance of employment, career advancement and safe and 
healthy working conditions; 

 (b) Protect the rights of persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with 
others, to just and favourable conditions of work, including equal opportunities and 
equal remuneration for work of equal value, safe and healthy working conditions, 
including protection from harassment, and the redress of grievances;  

 (c) Ensure that persons with disabilities are able to exercise their labour 
and trade union rights on an equal basis with others; 

 (d) Enable persons with disabilities to have effective access to general 
technical and vocational guidance programmes, placement services and vocational and 
continuing training; 



 69 

���	
���	
%'	!	�*����
����>	���+<����(� %��!��� 
��"-!��%0������	�%�($)�	�&��
!�����
�	

%'	!	�%�(���� �<���������$�&�����
���
)2&)*��
�+�	

��
�+���&	�2
!!	� 2&)%'	!	���
�>	�2��&����	
%'	!	�%�(��w� �
��
�����+����(� 2&)��������	
�	�	
"�#�	"-!*�� 
�A>	��$)
���!���2&)��!��
����	��
)����"-!��%0����	
%'	!	� 
��"-!�'	�
�+ <��7-(!�&	
�� �+3��&%3��&
>	���
)���	!�	
%'	!	� ��
�	
�'	����#������%�(���	)�� 
��"-!��
�	
�
	�?��	
 

��%0�����	��	
%'	!	�#�!�����	
���!*��
�+�	
�/�+����
�	!�� �
��0

� �����	
���
�?��	
%�(
�+
�!��%0����	
%'	!	�#�!�����	
 �
���	
$��������	
�+
�DG���2
!!	�  

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                            

 (e) Promote employment opportunities and career advancement for 
persons with disabilities in the labour market, as well as assistance in finding, obtaining, 
maintaining and returning to employment;  

 (f) Promote opportunities for self-employment, entrepreneurship, the 
development of cooperatives and starting one�s own business; 

 (g) Employ persons with disabilities in the public sector; 
 (h) Promote the employment of persons with disabilities in the private 

sector through appropriate policies and measures, which may include affirmative action 
programmes, incentives and other measures;  

 (i) Ensure that reasonable accommodation is provided to persons with 
disabilities in the workplace;  

 (j) Promote the acquisition by persons with disabilities of work 
experience in the open labour market; 

 (k) Promote vocational and professional rehabilitation, job retention and 
return-to-work programmes for persons with disabilities. 

2  States Parties shall ensure that persons with disabilities are not held in 
slavery or in servitude, and are protected, on an equal basis with others, from forced or 
compulsory labour 
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30 Article 29 }Participation in political and public life : States Parties shall 

guarantee to persons with disabilities political rights and the opportunity to enjoy them 
on an equal basis with others, and shall undertake: 

 (a) To ensure that persons with disabilities can effectively and fully 
participate in political and public life on an equal basis with others, directly or through 
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freely chosen representatives, including the right and opportunity for persons with 
disabilities to vote and be elected, inter alia, by: 

 (i) Ensuring that voting procedures, facilities and materials are 
appropriate, accessible and easy to understand and use; 

 (ii) Protecting the right of persons with disabilities to vote by secret ballot 
in elections and public referendums without intimidation, and to stand for elections, to 
effectively hold office and perform all public functions at all levels of government, 
facilitating the use of assistive and new technologies where appropriate; 

 (iii) Guaranteeing the free expression of the will of persons with 
disabilities as electors and to this end, where necessary, at their request, allowing 
assistance in voting by a person of their own choice; 

 (b) To promote actively an environment in which persons with disabilities 
can effectively and fully participate in the conduct of public affairs, without 
discrimination and on an equal basis with others, and encourage their participation in 
public affairs, including: 

 (i) Participation in non-governmental organizations and associations 
concerned with the public and political life of the country, and in the activities and 
administration of political parties;  

 (ii) Forming and joining organizations of persons with disabilities to 
represent persons with disabilities at international, national, regional and local levels. 
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31 Article 24 }Education : 
1.States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to education. 

With a view to realizing this right without discrimination and on the basis of equal 
opportunity, States Parties shall ensure an inclusive education system at all levels and 
lifelong learning 

32 Article 24 (3) }States Parties shall enable persons with disabilities to learn life 
and social development skills to facilitate their full and equal participation in education 
and as members of the community. To this end, States Parties shall take appropriate 
measures, including:  
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(a) Facilitating the learning of Braille, alternative script, augmentative and 
alternative modes, means and formats of communication and orientation and mobility 
skills, and facilitating peer support and mentoring� 

 


