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Geneva Convention III: Relative to the Treatment of Prisoner of War1 
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(Excerpt) 

 

 

PART V. Information Bureaux and Relief Societies for Prisoners of War 

 

Article 123. 

A Central Prisoners of War Information Agency shall be created in a neutral country. The 

International Committee of the Red Cross shall, if it deems necessary, propose to the Powers 

concerned the organization of such an Agency. 

The function of the Agency shall be to collect all the information it may obtain through official or 

private channels respecting prisoners of war, and to transmit it as rapidly as possible to the country 

of origin of the prisoners of war or to the Power on which they depend. It shall receive from the 

Parties to the conflict all facilities for effecting such transmissions. 

The High Contracting Parties, and in particular those whose nationals benefit by the services 

of the Central Agency, are requested to give the said Agency the financial aid it may require. 

The foregoing provisions shall in no way be interpreted as restricting the humanitarian 

activities of the International Committee of the Red Cross, or of the relief societies provided for in 

Article 125. 

 

Part VI. Execution of the Convention 

Section I. General Provisions 

 

Article 126. 

 Representatives or delegates of the Protecting Powers shall have permission to go to all 

places where prisoners of war may be, particularly to places of internment, imprisonment and labour, 

and shall have access to all premises occupied by prisoners of war; they shall also be allowed to go 

to the places of departure, passage and arrival of prisoners who are being transferred. They shall be 

able to interview the prisoners, and in particular the prisoners' representatives, without witnesses, 

either personally or through an interpreter. 

                                                 
1	
�G�  http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/91.htm 
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Representatives and delegates of the Protecting Powers shall have full liberty to select the places 

they wish to visit. The duration and frequency of these visits shall not be restricted. Visits may not be 

prohibited except for reasons of imperative military necessity, and then only as an exceptional and 

temporary measure. 

The Detaining Power and the Power on which the said prisoners of war depend may agree, 

if necessary, that compatriots of these prisoners of war be permitted to participate in the visits. 

The delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross shall enjoy the same 

prerogatives. The appointment of such delegates shall be submitted to the approval of the Power 

detaining the prisoners of war to be visited 

 


