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The Notary Law No. 04/PSA NA'

Chapter I

General Principles

Article1 The Location and Role of the Notary Office

The Notary Office is a State organization at local levels under the [authority of

the] Ministry of Justice.

The Notary Office has the duty to certify the correctness and the factual

existence of contracts and various documents as provided for by law in order to protect

' 3 Amended by the Law on the Amendment of Laws, Article 2
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the just rights and interests of individuals and juristic entities, to contribute to education
and training of all citizens to be aware of and to respect laws, and to increase the legality

acts and public order.

Article2  Control and Direction of the Notary Office
The Ministry of Justice uniformly controls and directs Notary Office work

throughout the country.

Article 3 Activities of the Notary Office
In the undertaking of its duties, the Notary Office must perform in accordance

with the laws of the Lao People's Democratic Republic.

Article 4  Maintaining Confidentiality in Notary Work

Notary personnel and other personnel responsible for notary work must maintain
confidentiality for individuals and juristic entities who request certification as well as
other matters of which [notary personnel] come to have knowledge of relative to the
performance of their duties.

Docurments Certified by notary personnel shall be issued only to individuals and
juristic entities concerned. In the case there is a request by a People's Court or the Public
Prosecutor's Office or the Investigation-Interrogation Office, [the Notary Office] may
deliver only the documents which relate to a case that are related to the procedures being
carried out by such agencies.

Notary personnel or other personnel in charge of notary work revealing
confidential information received in [the performance of] notary work shall be legally
liable.

Article 5  Language Used in Notary Office Procedures

Each notary transaction must use the Lao language. In case there are documents
[written] in foreign languages or a person involved in the notary work does not know the
Lao language, there must be a translation into Lao by a translator.

Article 6 Assistance [Provided by] Notary Personnel]
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Notary personnel and personnel in charge of notary work must assist individuals
and juristic entities who request certification of documents and explain [to them] rights

and obligations which may arise from such certification.

Chapter I1

The Establishment and Composition of the Notary Office

Article 7  Establishment of the Notary Office
The Notary Office is established within the provincial and prefectural justice
divisions.
Abroad, Lao Embassies or Consulates are responsible for notary work, except
for contracts related to fixed assets located in the Lao PDR.
Article 8  Composition of Notary Office Personnel
The Notary Office is comprised of a director, a vice-director, notary personnel

and some assistants based upon the actual volume of work.

Article 9 Qualifications of Notary Personnel
Notary personnel are State employees [civil servants].
Lao citizens who are to be appointed as notary personnel must meet the

following conditions:

1). [Be] 25 years old or older;

2) Have high level legal training, or its equivalent, and have had at least two
(2) years experience related to justice or legal work; or have intermediate
level training, or equivalent, and have had practical experience related to the
work above mentioned for at least three (3) years.

3) Have a just and revolutionary character and be pure of heart in the

preservation of justice.
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Article 10. Appointment and Dismissal of Notary Personnel

Notary personnel are appointed and dismissed by the Minister of Justice

Chapter 111

Work (Duties) of the Notary Office

Article 11 Work [Duties] of the Notary Office

The Notary Office performs the following work [duties]:

D

contracts,

2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7
8)
9

Certifying the correctness of various contracts such as: sale-purchase

Loans assignments, wills, etc.

Use methods to protect property involved in inheritance;

Certifying rights [of successors] to inherit ;ty property or original [pre-
marital] assets;

Certifying copies [of documents

Certifying signatures

Certifying translations [of documents] as correct

Certifying the identity of a person when compared to a photograph
Certifying the date and time of document submission

Certifying [as true and correct] letters or various documents as provided by

law

10) Receiving and preserving documents related to notary personnel's duties

11) Signing documents in the presence of parties to a contract;

For documents or matters that are related to personal matters [of notary

personnel], spouse, or close kin, notary personnel cannot certify [such documents or

matters]

Article 12. Obligations of Notary Personnel and Personnel in Charge of Notary Work
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Regarding the certification of documents, notary personnel must first thoroughly

inspect in detail the correctness of documents or other matters before certification.

Article 13. Activities of the Notary Office and the Collection of Fees Related to Notary Work
The activities of the Notary Office and the collection of fees related to notary
work are issued in specific regulations of the Notary Office in compliance with the

State's financial regulations.

Chapter IV

Final Provisions

Article 14. Budget of the Notary Office

The Notary Office budget is subject to the State budget.

Article 15 Seal of the Notary Office
The Notary Office has its own seal consisting of a circle, at the outer top part of
the circle, is written "Lao People's Democratic Republic." At the bottom of [the circle], is
written [the name of] the Provnce or pefecture. And inside [the circle], is written "Notary
Office" of the province or prefecture [concerned].
This Law was adopted through unanimous vote casting at the Seventh ordinary
session of the People"” Supreme Assembly (I Legislature) on December 30, 1991, at

15:45.

Chairman of the People’s Supreme Assembly

Nouhak Phoumsavan
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