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Abstract

The project entitled “Analysis of market demand and utilization of cassava in China”
aimed on assessment and interpreting data to evaluate potential of cassava trading between
Thailand and China. The data collected were used to study product demand and supply,
market mechanism, logistic scheme, product distribution, and cassava utilization in China.
They were also used in predicting change of market trend and estimating the exporting
potential to China. Lastly, this work objective was to validate the management plan for

exporting cassava products corresponding with cassava industry development in Thailand.

Various types of information from many sources regarding trade of cassava between
China and Thailand including manufacturers and distributors in Guangxi Province, China, were
collected in this study. Guangxi Province is the major area of cassava production in China
which acts as the main area for study of trade mechanism, logistic scheme, product
distribution, product demand and supply, cassava industry platform, manufacturer and
cassava exporter status. Then, the analysis was performed to gauge change and trend of
internal and national market that will predict and evaluate potential of cassava trading

between Thailand and China.

Thailand ranked the fourth in the world for cassava production after Nigeria, Brazil
and Indonesia in 2012. The plantation area of 8.36 million rai, harvesting area of 7.91 million
rai, productivity of 26.60 million ton, and average yield of 3.36 ton per rai of Thailand were
recorded in 2012. This produced cassava was partly used for domestic consumption as
starch for food and dried chip/pellet for animal feed. The surplus was exported to other

countries as dried chip, pellet, and cassava starch.



China reported plantation area of 2.58 million rais with total production of 6.94
million ton and 2.69 ton per rai in 2011. Cassava production in China was placed in the
seventh among other feedstocks; rice, corn, wheat, sugarcane and sweet potato, and mainly
used for ethanol production. The utilization of cassava in China was mainly for domestic
consumption as alcohol and fuel ethanol. Chinese government declared ethanol production
target of 2 million tons in 2010 and 10 million tons in 2020 contributing to rising demand of
cassava chip annually. Cassava chips in China were primarily exported from Thailand and

Vietnam.

Due to limited plantation area in China, cassava is not sufficient for demand in the
country thus causing large amount of cassava chip and cassava starch to be imported. Large
quantity of cassava came with lots of dust during transportation and induced air pollution
harmful to surroundings. Clean cassava chips, manually cut and processed, that generated

less dust from Vietnam and Cambodia were then more preferred.

Thai government and manufacturers, therefore, should pay attention to production
quality control, dust reduction in product, production efficiency, increasing size of cassava
chip, as well as packaging to avoid dust pollution during transportation which will promote

cassava trade between China and Thailand continuously.



