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The two major objectives of the study were

1. to find out the motivation of youths to join the summer novice-
ordaining project at Wat Phra Dhammakaya in Prathumthani Province:

2. to reveal the factors related to the motivation of youths to the summer
novice-ordaining project.

The population of the study was 131 youths who joined the summer
novice-ordaining project in 2003 at Wat Phra Dhammakaya in Prathumthani Province.
A questionnaire was used to collect the data. The descriptive statistics to describe the
data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation and the inferential statistic to test

the hypotheses was t-test.

The findings were summarized as follows:

1. The respondents were 12-17 years old. Most of them were 13. The
majority were in secondary school and lived with their families, which consisted of their
fathers and mothers and others. There were 3-5 members in their families. Their fathers
earned a Bachelor’s degree and their mothers completed primary school or secondary
school. Their parents were engaged in small trade or private business. The monthly
household income was 1.8,.000 baht or more.

2. As a whole, the motivation of youths to join the summer novice-

ordaining project was found to be high (X = 3.55). The internal motivation had a higher
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mean (X = 4.01) than the external motivation (X' = 3.09). The first three components of
the internal motivation that had the highest mean were showing gratitude to the parents
(71.0%) , getting a great merit (62.6%), and doing a great deed (69.5%). The first three
components of the external motivation found to have the highest mean were parents’
reccommendation (42.7%), parents’ desire (34.4%) and relatives’ recommendation
(33.6%).

3. The factors signigicantly related to the motivation of youths to join the
summer novice-ordaining project were family factors, ie.. bringing-up with love and
care, encouraging to be a strict Buddhist , and the social factors, i.e.. belief, following

the Buddhist teachings, and attending religious activities at school.

Recommendations.

1. The family or the parents, should realize the importance of bringing up
children with love and care, encouraging them to be strict Buddhists, and being models
for them to have faith in Buddhism and to follow the Buddhist teachings.

2. Schools should continuously hold religious activities and encourage
students to join religious activities.

3. The summer novice-ordaining project is an important one to instil
moral in Thai youths. Therefore, the quality of the project should be emphasized and the
project should be expanded nationwide. It should be continuously carried out, as it can

make Thai youths to have moral.



