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Abstract

The objectives of the research on “Need, Access, and Utilization of Internet
Media of Blind Students in Bangkok Area” are to study the blind students’ need of
internet media, as well as their access to and utilization of internet media, in order to
learn about problems and obstacles of blind students in using internet media.

This research is conducted as a Survey Research to distinguish between
the people using and not using internet media. It is also a Qualitative Research, which is
based on in-depth Interview, for which the researcher conducted and recorded the
information. The information obtained is analyzed and presented in the form of Analytical
Description. Research population comprises 120 blind students in primary level (Grade
5-6) and secondary level (Grade 7-12) from the schools having blind students enrolled
in Bangkok area.

The result indicates that:

1. The need for internet media: The frequency of internet usage in 1-2 day(s)
per week, and 1-3 hours per day during 16.01-18.00 hrs. of working days (Monday-
Friday). Most students use internet at school.

2. The access to internet media: In academic area, most students use
internet to search for information, to learn about new knowledge and topics of interests,
as well as to do homework and to read and listen to news. In general terms, students
also use internet to listen to the music, to read entertainment news, to see movies and
cartoons, as well as to participate in MSN, Hi-5 and to use e-mail. They also use internet
to play games, to download music and movies, to listen to the radio, to read novels, to
download programs, to take guitar lessons, and to write website.

3. The utilization of internet: In general, the utilization of internet is at a high
level. That is, it enhances students to be more knowledgeable and it serves as an
additional information source besides normal reading and studying. Students are more
able to increase their knowledge, skills, and capacity, which will be helpful for their

learning.



4. Problems and obstacles in internet usage: Websites contain images and
are not operated up to standards, so that the monitor reading program cannot perform
its function. Besides, students lack skills in computer and internet usage, as well as skill

in English.



