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United States Code (U.S.C.)

TITLE 18 > PART | > CHAPTER 73

§ 201. Bribery of public officials and witnesses

(a) For the purpose of this section—

(1) the term “public official” means Member of Congress, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner, either before or after such official has qualified, or an officer or employee
or person acting for or on behalf of the United States, or any department, agency or
branch of Government thereof, including the District of Columbia, in any official function,
under or by authority of any such department, agency, or branch of Government, or a
juror;

(2) the term “person who has been selected to be a public official” means any
person who has been nominated or appointed to be a public official, or has been
officially informed that such person will be so nominated or appointed; and

(3) the term “official act” means any decision or action on any question, matter,
cause, suit, proceeding or controversy, which may at any time be pending, or which
may by law be brought before any public official, in such official’s official capacity, or in
such official’'s place of trust or profit.

(b) Whoever—

(1) directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, offers or promises anything of value to
any public official or person who has been selected to be a public official, or offers or
promises any public official or any person who has been selected to be a public official
to give anything of value to any other person or entity, with intent—

(A) to influence any official act; or
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(B) to influence such public official or person who has been selected to
be a public official to commit or aid in committing, or collude in, or allow,
any fraud, or make opportunity for the commission of any fraud, on the
United States; or

(C) to induce such public official or such person who has been selected
to be a public official to do or omit to do any act in violation of the lawful
duty of such official or person;

(2) being a public official or person selected to be a public official, directly or
indirectly, corruptly demands, seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to receive or accept
anything of value personally or for any other person or entity, in return for:

(A) being influenced in the performance of any official act;

(B) being influenced to commit or aid in committing, or to collude in, or
allow, any fraud, or make opportunity for the commission of any fraud, on
the United States; or

(C) being induced to do or omit to do any act in violation of the official
duty of such official or person;

(3) directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, offers, or promises anything of value to
any person, or offers or promises such person to give anything of value to any other
person or entity, with intent to influence the testimony under oath or affirmation of such
first-mentioned person as a witness upon a trial, hearing, or other proceeding, before
any court, any committee of either House or both Houses of Congress, or any agency,
commission, or officer authorized by the laws of the United States to hear evidence or
take testimony, or with intent to influence such person to absent himself therefrom;

(4) directly or indirectly, corruptly demands, seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees
to receive or accept anything of value personally or for any other person or entity in
return for being influenced in testimony under oath or affirmation as a witness upon any
such trial, hearing, or other proceeding, or in return for absenting himself therefrom;
shall be fined under this title or not more than three times the monetary equivalent of the

thing of value, whichever is greater, or imprisoned for not more than fifteen years, or
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both, and may be disqualified from holding any office of honor, trust, or profit under the

United States.

(c) Whoever—

(1) otherwise than as provided by law for the proper discharge of official duty—

(A) directly or indirectly gives, offers, or promises anything of value to
any public official, former public official, or person selected to be a
public official, for or because of any official act performed or to be
performed by such public official, former public official, or person
selected to be a public official; or
(B) being a public official, former public official, or person selected to be
a public official, otherwise than as provided by law for the proper
discharge of official duty, directly or indirectly demands, seeks, receives,
accepts, or agrees to receive or accept anything of value personally for
or because of any official act performed or to be performed by such
official or person;
(2) directly or indirectly, gives, offers, or promises anything of value to
any person, for or because of the testimony under oath or affirmation
given or to be given by such person as a witness upon a trial, hearing, or
other proceeding, before any court, any committee of either House or
both Houses of Congress, or any agency, commission, or officer
authorized by the laws of the United States to hear evidence or take
testimony, or for or because of such person’s absence therefrom;

(3) directly or indirectly, demands, seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to
receive or accept anything of value personally for or because of the testimony under
oath or affirmation given or to be given by such person as a witness upon any such trial,
hearing, or other proceeding, or for or because of such person’s absence therefrom;
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for not more than two years, or both.

(d) Paragraphs (3) and (4) of subsection (b) and paragraphs (2) and (3) of subsection

(c) shall not be construed to prohibit the payment or receipt of witness fees provided by
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law, or the payment, by the party upon whose behalf a witness is called and receipt by a
witness, of the reasonable cost of travel and subsistence incurred and the reasonable
value of time lost in attendance at any such trial, hearing, or proceeding, or in the case
of expert witnesses, a reasonable fee for time spent in the preparation of such opinion,
and in appearing and testifying.

(e) The offenses and penalties prescribed in this section are separate from and in

addition to those prescribed in sections 1503, 1504, and 1505 of this title.

TITLE 18 > PART | > CHAPTER 73 Obstruction of Justice

§ 1503. Influencing or injuring officer or juror generally

(a) Whoever corruptly, or by threats or force, or by any threatening letter or
communication, endeavors to influence, intimidate, or impede any grand or petit juror, or
officer in or of any court of the United States, or officer who may be serving at any
examination or other proceeding before any United States magistrate judge or other
committing magistrate, in the discharge of his duty, or injures any such grand or petit
juror in his person or property on account of any verdict or indictment assented to by
him, or on account of his being or having been such juror, or injures any such officer,
magistrate judge, or other committing magistrate in his person or property on account of
the performance of his official duties, or corruptly or by threats or force, or by any
threatening letter or communication, influences, obstructs, or impedes, or endeavors to
influence, obstruct, or impede, the due administration of justice, shall be punished as
provided in subsection (b). If the offense under this section occurs in connection with a
trial of a criminal case, and the act in violation of this section involves the threat of
physical force or physical force, the maximum term of imprisonment which may be
imposed for the offense shall be the higher of that otherwise provided by law or the
maximum term that could have been imposed for any offense charged in such case.

(b) The punishment for an offense under this section is—

(1) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and 1112;
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(2) in the case of an attempted killing, or a case in which the offense was
committed against a petit juror and in which a class A or B felony was charged,
imprisonment for not more than 20 years, a fine under this title, or both; and

(3) in any other case, imprisonment for not more than 10 years, a fine under this

title, or both.

§ 1507. Picketing or parading

Whoever, with the intent of interfering with, obstructing, or impeding the administration of
justice, or with the intent of influencing any judge, juror, witness, or court officer, in the
discharge of his duty, pickets or parades in or near a building housing a court of the
United States, or in or near a building or residence occupied or used by such judge,
juror, witness, or court officer, or with such intent uses any sound-truck or similar device
or resorts to any other demonstration in or near any such building or residence, shall be

fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

Nothing in this section shall interfere with or prevent the exercise by any court of the

United States of its power to punish for contempt.

§ 1512. Tampering with a witness, victim, or an informant

(@)
(1) Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person, with intent to—
(A) prevent the attendance or testimony of any person in an official
proceeding;
(B) prevent the production of a record, document, or other object, in an
official proceeding; or
(C) prevent the communication by any person to a law enforcement officer or

judge of the United States of information relating to the commission or
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possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation, parole, or release pending judicial proceedings;
shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).
(2) Whoever uses physical force or the threat of physical force against any person,
or attempts to do so, with intent to—
(A) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person in an official
proceeding;
(B) cause or induce any person to—
(i) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object,
from an official proceeding;
(i) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the
integrity or availability of the object for use in an official proceeding;
(iii) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness,
or to produce a record, document, or other object, in an official
proceeding; or
(iv) be absent from an official proceeding to which that person has been
summoned by legal process; or
(C) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer
or judge of the United States of information relating to the commission or
possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation, supervised release, parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;
shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).
(3) The punishment for an offense under this subsection is—
(A) in the case of murder (as defined in section 1111), the death penalty or
imprisonment for life, and in the case of any other killing, the punishment
provided in section 1112;
(B) in the case of—

(i) an attempt to murder; or
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(i) the use or attempted use of physical force against any person;
imprisonment for not more than 20 years; and

(C) in the case of the threat of use of physical force against any person,
imprisonment for not more than 10 years.

(b) Whoever knowingly uses intimidation, threatens, or corruptly persuades another
person, or attempts to do so, or engages in misleading conduct toward another
person, with intent to—

(1) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person in an official
proceeding;
(2) cause or induce any person to—

(A) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from
an official proceeding;

(B) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the
object’s integrity or availability for use in an official proceeding;

(C) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to
produce a record, document, or other object, in an official proceeding;
or

(D) be absent from an official proceeding to which such person has been
summoned by legal process; or

(3) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or
judge of the United States of information relating to the commission or
possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of
probation supervised release, parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

(c) Whoever corruptly—

(1) alters, destroys, mutilates, or conceals a record, document, or other object, or
attempts to do so, with the intent to impair the object’s integrity or availability

for use in an official proceeding; or
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(2) otherwise obstructs, influences, or impedes any official proceeding, or attempts
to do so,

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.

(d) Whoever intentionally harasses another person and thereby hinders, delays,
prevents, or dissuades any person from—

(1) attending or testifying in an official proceeding;

(2) reporting to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States the
commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of
conditions of probation supervised release, parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;

(3) arresting or seeking the arrest of another person in connection with a Federal
offense; or

(4) causing a criminal prosecution, or a parole or probation revocation proceeding,
to be sought or instituted, or assisting in such prosecution or proceeding;

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one year,
or both.

(e) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, it is an affirmative defense, as to
which the defendant has the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence,
that the conduct consisted solely of lawful conduct and that the defendant’s sole
intention was to encourage, induce, or cause the other person to testify truthfully.

(f) For the purposes of this section—

(1) an official proceeding need not be pending or about to be instituted at the time
of the offense; and

(2) the testimony, or the record, document, or other object need not be admissible
in evidence or free of a claim of privilege.

(g) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, no state of mind need be proved
with respect to the circumstance—

(1) that the official proceeding before a judge, court, magistrate judge, grand jury,

or government agency is before a judge or court of the United States, a
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United States magistrate judge, a bankruptcy judge, a Federal grand jury, or
a Federal Government agency; or

(2) that the judge is a judge of the United States or that the law enforcement officer
is an officer or employee of the Federal Government or a person authorized to
act for or on behalf of the Federal Government or serving the Federal
Government as an adviser or consultant.

(h) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section.

(i) A prosecution under this section or section 1503 may be brought in the district in
which the official proceeding (whether or not pending or about to be instituted) was
intended to be affected or in the district in which the conduct constituting the
alleged offense occurred.

(j) If the offense under this section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case,
the maximum term of imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense shall be
the higher of that otherwise provided by law or the maximum term that could have
been imposed for any offense charged in such case.

(k) Whoever conspires to commit any offense under this section shall be subject to the
same penalties as those prescribed for the offense the commission of which was

the object of the conspiracy.

§ 1513. Retaliating against a witness, victim, or an informant

(a)
(1) Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person with intent to retaliate against
any person for—

(A) the attendance of a witness or party at an official proceeding, or any
testimony given or any record, document, or other object produced by a
witness in an official proceeding; or

(B) providing to a law enforcement officer any information relating to the

commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of
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conditions of probation supervised release, parole, or release pending
judicial proceedings,
shall be punished as provided in paragraph (2).

(2) The punishment for an offense under this subsection is—

(A) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and
1112; and
(B) in the case of an attempt, imprisonment for not more than 20 years.

(b) Whoever knowingly engages in any conduct and thereby causes bodily injury to
another person or damages the tangible property of another person, or threatens to
do so, with intent to retaliate against any person for—

(1) the attendance of a witness or party at an official proceeding, or any testimony
given or any record, document, or other object produced by a witness in an
official proceeding; or

(2) any information relating to the commission or possible commission of a Federal
offense or a violation of conditions of probation supervised release, parole, or
release pending judicial proceedings given by a person to a law enforcement
officer;
or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than ten years, or both.

(c) If the retaliation occurred because of attendance at or testimony in a criminal case,
the maximum term of imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense under
this section shall be the higher of that otherwise provided by law or the maximum
term that could have been imposed for any offense charged in such case.

(d) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section.

(e) Whoever knowingly, with the intent to retaliate, takes any action harmful to any
person, including interference with the lawful employment or livelihood of any
person, for providing to a law enforcement officer any truthful information relating to
the commission or possible commission of any Federal offense, shall be fined

under this title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.
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(e) Whoever conspires to commit any offense under this section shall be subject to the
same penalties as those prescribed for the offense the commission of which was the

object of the conspiracy.



122

[llinois Criminal Code of 1961

Section 32-3 (Subornation of perjury)

(a) A person commits subornation of perjury when he procures or induces another to
make a statement in violation of Section 32-2 which the person knows to be false.

(b) Sentence.

Subornation of perjury is a Class 4 felony.

Section 32-4 (Communicating with jurors and witnesses)

(a) A person who, with intent to influence any person whom he believes has been
summoned as a juror, regarding any matter which is or may be brought before such
juror, communicates, directly or indirectly, with such juror otherwise than as authorized
by law commits a Class 4 felony.

(b) A person who, with intent to deter any party or witness from testifying freely, fully and
truthfully to any matter pending in any court, or before a Grand Jury, Administrative
agency or any other State or local governmental unit, forcibly detains such party or
witness, or communicates, directly or indirectly, to such party or witness any knowingly
false information or a threat of injury or damage to the property or person of any
individual or offers or delivers or threatens to withhold money or another thing of value to
any individual commits a Class 3 felony.

(c) A person who violates the Juror Protection Act commits a Class 4 felony.

Section 32-4 A (Harassment of representatives for the child, jurors, witnesses and
others)

(a) A person who, with intent to harass or annoy one who has served or is serving or who
is a family member of a person who has served or is serving (1) as a juror because of
the verdict returned by the jury in a pending legal proceeding or the participation of the
juror in the verdict or (2) as a witness, or who may be expected to serve as a witness in

a pending legal proceeding, or who was expected to serve as a witness but who did not
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serve as a witness because the charges against the defendant were dismissed or
because the defendant pleaded guilty to the charges against him or her, because of the
testimony or potential testimony of the witness or person who may be expected or may
have been expected to serve as a witness, communicates directly or indirectly with the
juror, witness or person who may be expected or may have been expected to serve as a
witness, or family member of a juror or witness or person who may be expected or may
have been expected to serve as a witness in such manner as to produce mental
anguish or emotional distress or who conveys a threat of injury or damage to the
property or person of any juror, witness or person who may be expected or may have
been expected to serve as a witness, or family member of the juror or witness or person
who may be expected or may have been expected to serve as a witness commits a
Class 2 felony.

(b) A person who, with intent to harass or annoy one who has served or is serving or
who is a family member of a person who has served or is serving as a representative for
the child, appointed under Section 506 of the lllinois Marriage and Dissolution of
Marriage Act or Section 2-502 of the Code of Civil Procedure, because of the
representative service of that capacity, communicates directly or indirectly with the
representative or a family member of the representative in such manner as to produce
mental anguish or emotional distress or who conveys a threat of injury or damage to the
property or person of any representative or a family member of the representative
commits a Class A misdemeanor.

(c) For purposes of this Section, "family member" means a spouse, parent, child,
stepchild or other person related by blood or by present marriage, a person who has, or
allegedly has a child in common, and a person who shares or allegedly shares a blood

relationship through a child.
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California Penal Code

Section 127 (Subornation of perjury)
Every person who willfully procures another person to commit perjury is guilty of
subornation of perjury, and is punishable in the same manner as he would be if

personally guilty of the perjury so procured

Section 133 (Deceiving witness to affect testimony)

Every person who practices any fraud or deceit, or knowingly makes or exhibits any
false statement, representation, token, or writing, to any witness or person about to be
called as a witness upon any trial, proceeding, inquiry, or investigation whatever,
authorized by law, with intent to affect the testimony of such witness, is guilty of a

misdemeanor.

Section 136.1 (Intimidation of witnesses and victims; offenses; penalties; enhancement;
aggravation)

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (c), any person who does any of the following is
guilty of a public offense and shall be punished by imprisonment in a county jail for not
more than one year or in the state prison:

(1) Knowingly and maliciously prevents or dissuades any witness or victim from
attending or giving testimony at any trial, proceeding, or inquiry authorized by law.

(2) Knowingly and maliciously attempts to prevent or dissuade any witness or
victim from attending or giving testimony at any trial, proceeding, or inquiry authorized
by law.

(3) For purposes of this section, evidence that the defendant was a family
member who interceded in an effort to protect the witness or victim shall create a
presumption that the act was without malice.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (c), every person who attempts to prevent or

dissuade another person who has been the victim of a crime or who is witness to a
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crime from doing any of the following is guilty of a public offense and shall be punished
by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than one year or in the state prison:

(1) Making any report of that victimization to any peace officer or state or local
law enforcement officer or probation or parole or correctional officer or prosecuting
agency or to any judge.

(2) Causing a complaint, indictment, information, probation or parole violation to
be sought and prosecuted, and assisting in the prosecution thereof.

(3) Arresting or causing or seeking the arrest of any person in connection with

that victimization.
(c) Every person doing any of the acts described in subdivision (a) or (b) knowingly and
maliciously under any one or more of the following circumstances, is guilty of a felony
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for two, three, or four years under any of
the following circumstances:

(1) Where the act is accompanied by force or by an express or implied threat of
force or violence, upon a witness or victim or any third person or the property of any
victim, witness, or any third person.

(2) Where the act is in furtherance of a conspiracy.

(3) Where the act is committed by any person who has been convicted of any
violation of this section, any predecessor law hereto or any federal statute or statute of
any other state which, if the act prosecuted was committed in this state, would be a
violation of this section.

(4) Where the act is committed by any person for pecuniary gain or for any other
consideration acting upon the request of any other person. All parties to such a
transaction are guilty of a felony.

(d) Every person attempting the commission of any act described in subdivisions (a),
(b), and (c) is guilty of the offense attempted without regard to success or failure of the
attempt. The fact that no person was injured physically, or in fact intimidated, shall be no

defense against any prosecution under this section.
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(e) Nothing in this section precludes the imposition of an enhancement for great bodily
injury where the injury inflicted is significant or substantial.

(f) The use of force during the commission of any offense described in subdivision (c)
shall be considered a circumstance in aggravation of the crime in imposing a term of

imprisonment under subdivision (b) of Section 1170.
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Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 of England

51. Intimidation, etc., of witnesses, jurors and others
(1) A person who does to another person—
(a) an act which intimidates, and is intended to intimidate, that other person;
(b) knowing or believing that the other person is assisting in the investigation of
an offence or is a witness or potential witness or a juror or potential juror in
proceedings for an offence; and
(c) intending thereby to cause the investigation or the course of justice to be
obstructed, perverted or interfered with,

commits an offence.

(2) A person who does or threatens to do to another person—

(a) an act which harms or would harm, and is intended to harm, that other
person;

(b) knowing or believing that the other person, or some other person, has
assisted in an investigation into an offence or has given evidence or particular
evidence in proceedings for an offence, or has acted as a juror or concurred in a
particular verdict in proceedings for an offence; and

(c) does or threatens to do the act because of what (within paragraph (b)) he

knows or believes, commits an offence.

(3) A person does an act "to" another person with the intention of intimidating,
or (as the case may be) harming, that other person not only where the act is
done in the presence of that other and directed at him directly but also where
the act is done to a third person and is intended, in the circumstances, to

intimidate or (as the case may be) harm the person at whom the act is directed.

(4) The harm that may be done or threatened may be financial as well as



128

physical (whether to the person or a person's property) and similarly as respects

an intimidatory act which consists of threats.

(5) The intention required by subsection (1)(c) and the motive required by
subsection (2)(c) above need not be the only or the predominating intention or

motive with which the act is done or, in the case of subsection (2), threatened.

(6) A person guilty of an offence under this section shall be liable—
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five
years or a fine or both;
(b) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
months or a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or both.
(7) If, in proceedings against a person for an offence under subsection (1) above, it is
proved that he did an act falling within paragraph (a) with the knowledge or belief
required by paragraph (b), he shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to have

done the act with the intention required by paragraph (c) of that subsection.

(8) If, in proceedings against a person for an offence under subsection (2) above, it is
proved that he did or threatened to do an act falling within paragraph (a) within the
relevant period with the knowledge or belief required by paragraph (b), he shall be
presumed, unless the contrary is proved, to have done the act with the motive required

by paragraph (c) of that subsection.

(9) In this section—
"investigation into an offence" means such an investigation by the police or other
person charged with the duty of investigating offences or charging offenders;
"offence" includes an alleged or suspected offence;
"potential”, in relation to a juror, means a person who has been summoned for

jury service at the court at which proceedings for the offence are pending; and
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"the relevant period"—
(a) in relation to a witness or juror in any proceedings for an offence,
means the period beginning with the institution of the proceedings and
ending with the first anniversary of the conclusion of the trial or, if there is
an appeal or reference under section 17 of the [1968 c. 19.] Criminal
Appeal Act 1968, of the conclusion of the appeal;
(b) in relation to a person who has, or is believed by the accused to
have, assisted in an investigation into an offence, but was not also a
witness in proceedings for an offence, means the period of one year
beginning with any act of his, or any act believed by the accused to be
an act of his, assisting in the investigation; and
(c) in relation to a person who both has, or is believed by the accused to
have, assisted in the investigation into an offence and was a witness in
proceedings for the offence, means the period beginning with any act of
his, or any act believed by the accused to be an act of his, assisting in
the investigation and ending with the anniversary mentioned in
paragraph (a) above.

(10) For the purposes of the definition of the relevant period in subsection (9) above—

(a) proceedings for an offence are instituted at the earliest of the following

times—
(i) when a justice of the peace issues a summons or warrant under
section 1 of the [1980 c. 43.] Magistrates' Courts Act 1980 in respect of
the offence;
(ii) when a person is charged with the offence after being taken into
custody without a warrant;
(iii) when a bill of indictment is preferred by virtue of section 2(2)(b) of
the [1933 c. 36.] Administration of Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

1933;
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(b) proceedings at a trial of an offence are concluded with the occurrence of
any of the following, the discontinuance of the prosecution, the discharge of the
jury without a finding, the acquittal of the accused or the sentencing of or other
dealing with the accused for the offence of which he was convicted; and

(c) proceedings on an appeal are concluded on the determination of the appeal

or the abandonment of the appeal.

(11) This section is in addition to, and not in derogation of, any offence subsisting at

common law.
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Penal Code of Japan

Article 104. (Suppression of Evidence)

A person who suppresses, damages, counterfeits or alters evidence relating to a
criminal case of another person, or who uses counterfeit or altered evidence, shall be
punished by imprisonment with work for not more than 2 years or a fine of not more than

200,000 yen.

Article 105-2. (Intimidation of Witnesses)

A person who, in relation to his/her own criminal case or the criminal case of another
person, forcibly demands without justifiable grounds a meeting with any person or
intimidates any person deemed to have knowledge necessary for investigation or trial of
such case, or a relative of such person, shall be punished by imprisonment with work for

not more than 1 year or a fine of not more than 200,000 yen.
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Crimes Act 1914 of Australia

Section 36A Intimidation of witnesses etc.
A person who:
(a) threatens, intimidates or restrains;
(b) uses violence to or inflicts an injury on;
(c) causes or procures violence, damage, loss or disadvantage to;
or
(d) causes or procures the punishment of;
a person for or on account of his having appeared, or being about to appear, as a

witness in a judicial proceeding shall be guilty of an indictable offence.

Penalty: Imprisonment for 5 years.

Section 37 Corruption of witnesses

Any person who:

(a) gives, confers, or procures, or promises or offers to give, confer, procure or
attempt to procure, any property or benefit of any kind to, upon, or for, any person, upon
any agreement or understanding that any person called or to be called as a witness in
any judicial proceeding shall give false testimony or withhold true testimony; or

(b) does an act with the intention of inducing a person called or to be called as a
witness in any judicial proceeding to give false testimony, or to withhold true testimony;
or

(c) asks, receives, or obtains, or agrees to receive or obtain, any property or
benefit of any kind for himself, or any other person, upon any agreement or
understanding that any person

shall as a witness in any judicial proceeding give false testimony or withhold true
testimony;

shall be guilty of an indictable offence.
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Penalty: Imprisonment for 5 years.

Section 40 Preventing witnesses from attending Court

A person who intentionally prevents another person who has been summoned to
attend as a witness in a judicial proceeding from attending as a witness or from
producing anything in evidence pursuant to the subpoena or summons shall be guilty of
an offence.

Penalty: Imprisonment for 1 year.
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Criminal Code of Germany (Strafgesetzbuch, StGB)

Section 160 Subornation of False Testimony

(1) Whoever suborns another to take a false oath shall be punished with imprisonment
for not more than two years or a fine; whoever suborns another to make a false
affirmation in lieu of oath or false unsworn testimony shall be punished with
imprisonment for not more than six months or a fine of not more than one hundred eighty
daily rates.

(2) An attempt shall be punishable.
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Penal Code of France

ARTICLE 434-15

The use of promises, offers, presents, pressures, threats, acts of violence, manoeuvres
or tricks in the course of proceedings or in respect of a claim or defence in court to
persuade others to make or deliver a statement, declaration or false affidavit, or to
abstain from making a statement, declaration or affidavit, is punished by three years'
imprisonment and a fine of ‘€45,000, even where the subornation of perjury was

ineffective.



