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Abstract

“The Development of Folklore Museum, The Institute for Southern Thai
Studies” is a qualitative research with the objective of explaining the phenomenon of
Folklore Museum which study about the development of the museum’s foundation and
management, to analyze the problems and the obstacles then compared with
museology and museography theory and be presented in descriptive method. These
findings obtained.

Due to Folklore Museum was founded by the Institute for Southern Thai
Studies, so the process of Folklore Museum’s foundation and management has been
related with the process of the Institute for Southern Thai Studies 's which started from
1970. According to Folklore subject, Thai Language Department was beginning the
survey and collecting about southern folklore, then exhibited in Southern Local Literature
Room.

In 1976, the Center for the Promotion of Southern Thai Language and
Culture was established. And divided the collections into southern Thai collection, sound
collection, visual collection and local literature library. Office building was built and
exhibited temporary exhibition.

1980, the Center changed its status to the Institute for Southern Thai
Studies. Museum organization was concerned to the Data Collection Division which
changed name to Collected and Organized Data Division in next 2 years which still
exhibited temporary collections.

1987, the Folklore Museum and the new office building was constructed on
Koh Yoh moved there in next 3 years, which constructed in traditional Southern Thai
architecture devided into three different groups, according to the roof styles: the Blanor-
roof houses, the Panya-roof houses and the Jua-roof houses. The collections of ancient
objects and contemporary items are presented as a permanent exhibition in 16 rooms.
The exterior area is a Cultural Park consist of Beads Park, Shadow Puppet Park and

Local Technology Park. The museum organization was included the following jobs:



Objects’ essence collection, Sound collection, Visual collection, Local Literature and
Local Documents with only 6 working persons.

1991, the Folklore Museum was officially opened, with 22 premament
exhibition rooms in 3 group of building. About museum organization, the collecting and
collating database department was adjusted into Folklore Museum department with
following jobs: museum decoration, museum registration and storage, conservation and
restoration of museum objects and cultural park.

1992, new building-Nawamabhumindra-had started to build (finished in
1994). Then the Folklore Museum department was adjusted to Folklore Museum Division
consisted of Museum Decoration, Museum Registration and Storage, Curator and
Conductor Tour and Cultural Park.

1993, Folklore Museum Division changed name into Folklore Museum
Department and devided jobs into Collecting and Collating Objects, Museum
Decoration, Conservation and Restoration of Museum Objects and Conductor Tour.

1996, museum presentation was exhibited ancient objects and
contemporary items more than 45,000 pieces in 26 rooms of 4 groups building as a
permanent exhibition. The structure of museum organization was still the same but
changed the name into Folklore Museum Division.

As a result, there is only working group work for the Folklore Museum but
the policy and budget control are still depended on the Institute for Southern Thai
Studies. And the resource management of the folklore museum is based on the Folklore
theory method which is divided the collecting data process to 4 types: sound, visual,
objects and local literature.

The comparison of Museology and Museography theory with the Folklore
Museum found that museum organization of the Folklore Museum is following these
theory but different in details especially the museum working person’s responsibility.
They are depended on a limited of management of the Institute, so there are no
efficiency in each job of museum organization. Meanwhile the museum presentation of

the Folklore Museum is exhibited about the way of southern life including objects,



buildings and the concept of presentation. There is a very special characteristic of this
Museum.

Finally, the problems and the obstacle of the Folklore Museum’s
establishment and management was the dependant to the Institute from the beginning.
So the progress of the Folklore Museum have to follow the Institute’s policy and it's not

completely independent power to manage the museum organization by itself.



