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The study examined 1) the past history, 2) the present, and 3) the future
trend of the role of buffalo ranches.

. This qualitative research observed the phenomena in all the dimensions
as they really happened in order to bring about an insight into the role of buffalo
ranches, to get the data in quantity and to learn the thoughts, feelings, history, vlalues,
phenomena, problems in living, and ideologies of buffalo raisers.  Participant
observation was used to gather the data, along with having informal conversations and
in-depth interview. The data were analyzed by interpreting the data and drawing
conclusions from what was observed, information from the interviews and other
recorded information. The data were divided by period of time into the past, the present
and the future.

Findings The role of buffalo ranches can be divided into 5 dimensions
as follows :

1. Production technology In the past buffalo ranches were a source of
production technology. That is, buffaloes were used for plunging. At present, the
buffalo ranches are just places for buffalo raising to sell to slaughter houses to be killed
for food. In the future, it was likely that buffalo ranches will no longer exist if there was
no serious buffalo conservation.

2. Cuiture In the past the way of thinking and the course of living of
villagers at buffalo ranches followed the traditional way of life of Lan-na people. At

present, civilization in the age of globalization dominates the way of thinking and the
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course of living of people there. The only thing that makes their way of life seems to be
like in the past is that they have no electricity. In the future, people in the buffalo
ranches will lead a modern life in line with globalization. When electricity reaches them,
the traditional way of life will no longer exist.

3. Social dimension In the past, more than ten families or households
lived in the same ranch. At present, the number of families in each ranch tends to be
reduced to only 5-6 families. In the future, such a buffalo-raising society will perhaps no
longer be seen.

4. Economic dimension In the past buffalo raising people lived in an
agricultural society. They led a simple life. At present capitalism has caused a rapid
changé to the society. In the future, the government has set up a special economic
zone in response with the project on international cooperation among six countries in the
Mae Kong sub region. This is likely to make buffalo ranches be extinct or become a
legend.

5. Environmental dimension In the past, buffalo ranches in
Wiangnonglom were rich in crops so there were many buffalo ranches. Currently,
natural resources has been degraded, so buffalo-raisers have to sell their buffaloes in
great number. Therefore, there are now tower than 200 buffaloes there, compared with
400-900 buffaloes in the past.

Therefore, the following were recommended to conserve and develop
buffalo ranches in Wiangnonglom.

1) Farmers should be promoted to use buffaloes for planting.

2) Promotion should be made on producing bio-fertilizer from manners.

3) Electricity should not be introduced to buffalo ranches.

4) The youths there should be taught to realize the value of the
traditional way of life in buffalo ranches in Wiangnonglom.

5) A project to conserve buffalo ranches in Wiangnonglom should be set
up.

6) The traditional way of life in buffalo ranches should be promoted.
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7) Buffalo raisers should be encouraged to form groups to have a strong
community.

8) More people should be persuaded to raise buffaloes to replace these
who have given up the occupation.

9) Eco-tourism should be promoted and tourists should be taken to visit
buffalo ranches.

10) Topic-free agriculture should be promoted.

11) Garbage should be disposed in a correct way and should be done
away from buffalo ranches.

12) Cherry shells should be seriously eliminated.

Further research should be conducted on the possibility to encourage
farmers to use buffaloes in ploughing, on community manures, and on eco-tourism
(visiting a buffalo ranch).

The role of buffalo ranches in Wiangnonglom, Ban Pasakluang Moo1
Tambon Chanchawa Tai, Mae Chan District, Chiangrai is deserved strenging to by to
find some way to get sustainable development, especially to conserve Thai buffaloes to

be with Thailand forever.



