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The study on “Child's and Youth's Adaptation Songkhla Probation and Protection
of Child and Youth Center” has the following objectives : 1) to study specific
characteristics of child and youth trained in Songkhla probation and protection of child
and youth center, 2) to study level of child's and youth's adaptation in Songkhla
probation and protection of child and youth center, and 3) to study factors affecting
childs and youth’s adaptation in Songkhla probation and protection of child and youth
center.

This study is survey research. Total population of the study is 252. The study
used questionnaires as an instrument and used descriptive statistics and content
analysis method for data analysis.

The study found that :

1. Child and youth trained in Songkhla probation and protection center mostly
are male, aged between 15-20, Buddhism more than Islamic, having education less
than Mathayom 6 (70%), and having their first criminal offence from various offences.
The offence mostly found is property and drug crime; the less is sexual and physical
abuse crime. Period of training in probation and protection center is 1-6 months and
period before being released is 1 year.

2. For adaptation, child and youth in Songkhla probation and protection center
have abilities to adapt themselves to the officials, friends and environment at moderate

level (not too much or too less)
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3) For relation among related factors, the study found that the officials, friends
and environment has correlation with child's and youth's adaptation in Songkhla

probation and protection center.

Recommendations

1. The study found that child and youth aged less than 15 have less abilities in
adaptation than those of aged more than 15, therefore, probation and protection center
should prioritize the less than 15 years old group. Perhaps, the center should organize
other activities besides routine activities in order to provide opportunities for child and
youth to express their potentials and creativity, which would create child's and youth's
self confidence and adaptation as equal as or even better than those with higher age.
Child and youth, then, would be prompt to live in external society normally and not return
to offend the crimes.

2. Islamic child and youth have less abilities in adaptation than Buddhism child
and youth. Therefore, probation and protection center should prioritize the particular
religious group. Perhaps, the center should organize more religious activities than
doing in usual basis such as starvation practices or Islamic teaching book reading,
which would enhance spirituality, self confidence and ability in adaptation for Is!amic

child and youth.



