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The three main objectives of the study were 1) to investigate the political participation of
affecting the people in the Tambon Nongkhae Municipality in Saraburi Province , 2) to identify the
factors their political participation, and 3) to seck suggestions on promoting the people’s political
participation.

The data were collected from 280 eligible people living in the Tambon Nongkhae
Municipality in Saraburi Province. A questionnaire was employed as the research tool for data
collecting. The descriptive statistics — percentage, mean and standard deviation — were used to
describe the data and the hypotheses were tested by using t-test and F—test to find out the relationship
between the dependent variable and the independent variables.

The findings were bricfly stated as follows :

1. The overall participation in politics of the people in the Tambon Nongkhae Municipality
were found to be low, taking into consideration their going the vote on the election day, following
political situations, participating in political activities, and expressing political opinions.

2. The factors found to significantly influence their political participation were sex,
occupation, number of residential years in the municipality, membership of a social group , and
interest in political news. On the contrary, age education, marital status, income, length of time of

which one followed political news, and knowledge and understanding about democracy were all

found to have no impact on their political participation.

Recommendations

1. The government should educate people about the Constitution of B.E. 2540, especially
local government and decentralization of power.

2. People should be encouraged to participate in political activities and to express their
views on politics 7

3. The tambon municipality should have a new disseminating tower to broadcast news to
people living for from the community so that the people will get political news and movement all the
time and thus will be active in politics

4. The tambon municipality should have a mobile unit to meet people of different groups,

particularly those engaged in general employment, in order to acknowledge their problems and

needs.





