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The study investigated the role of Tabmon and village headmen in developing
democracy. the factors affecting it. including the problems in doing so. The data were collected
from 115 Tabmon and village hcadmen in Chiangkhum district, Phayao Province by using a
questionnaire.  and focus group interviewing.

The findings were summarized below:

1. The Tabmon and the village headmen in Chiangkhum District, Phayao Province, were
found to play a role in developing democracy at a rather high level.  All the individual
components of the development were also found to be performed by them at a rather high level.
These components were ranked from the highest to the lowest level of performance as follows:
1) compaign against vote buying (X =4.19), 2) promotion of the knowledge and understanding
in democracy (X = 4.06). and 3) cooperation with local administration organizations (X = 3.97),
respectively.

2. The factors influencing the role of the Tabmon and the village headmen in developing
democracy were the length of time in the present position and the experiencet in undergoing
training on democracy.

3. The problems in developing democracy were 1) lack of a budget for producing media
to educate people, 2) lack of coordination among related agencies, 3) lack of cooperation from
the people, 4) pcople’s thinking of only their own benefit, 5) problem of influential pcople in
local areas, 6) the local administration organizations’ little attention to the Tabmon and the village
headmen, 7) existing rules and regulations not providing enough opportunities to participate in

the activities of local administration organizations, and 8) lack of coordination between the
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Tabmon and the village headmen on one side. and the local administration organizations on the

other side.

Recommendations

1) A strong network should be built, especially among women groups and among
youth groups. Pcople should be instilled with the importance of democracy.

2) The Ministry of Education should emphasize, in cducational curricula, the
inportance of possession of democratic power. local administration, decentralization and impact
on democracy of vote buying. for example.

1) Local aministration organizations should play a role of host in holding mectings
of Taubmon and village headmen, including allocating a budget for them to prepare media or
publications to educate people about democracy.

4) Local admimstration organizations, democracy-developing organizations and the
clection committee should coordinate with Tabmon and village headmen in developing democracy.
Al of them should convene for such a puposc.

3) The government should urge members of local councils to try to understand their
roles and responsibilities better.

6) Related rules and regulations should be revised so that Tabmon and village
headmen can participate in local budgetting.

7) The government should clearly divide the arcas under the responsibility of local
administration organizations in order to climinate overlapping arcas.

8) The govemment must serviously suppress influential people who buy people’s
votes, or threaten people or lead them to clect political candidates they supported, so that they will
not dominate people’s idea, making them lack freedom in clecting quality representatives to solve

people’s problems.



