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This study aims at examining antecedents of responsible behavior of Junior high
school students. There are three objectives in this study. First, to examine the influence of
situational factors in terms of parents, teachers and friends on responsible behavior.
Secondly, to study the influence of psychological factors on responsible behavior. Finally,
to investigate the interactional relationships among psychological and situational factors
those affect responsible behaviors. The Sampling of this study are 576 students in grade

7 from total of 4 junior high school in Bangkok and Nakhornprathom province.

This correlational-comparative study assesses 12 variables from two of Behavior
of situation and 6 of psychological. 11 sets of questionnaires in the forms of summated

rating method and a set of questionnaires in the forms of multiple choice.

Five hypotheses were tested in this study by caring out various types of statistical
analyses of the data. Three-way, two-way and also one-way Analyses of Variance are
performed on total sample as well as on other 16 subsamples identified by the
background variables of the students. Furthermore, the Multiple Regression Analyses
both totaled and stepwised are performed on the data. In Addition, these types of

statistics also use to find the risk-groups of sample to be taken urgent action.

This study aims at investigating antecedents of responsible behavior of junior high

school students. There are three objectives in this study. First, to examine the influence of
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situational factors in terms of parents, teachers, and friends on responsible behavior.
Secondly, to study the influence of psychological characteristics on responsible behavior.
Finally, to investigate the interactional relationships among psychologica! and situational

factor influencing responsible behavior.

Based on interactionism model, this correlational-comparative study assesses 5
groups of variables. The first group of variables is situational factors, consisting of 4
variables : love and reasoning oriented child rearing practice, democratic interaction
between teacher and student, responsibility training at home and school, and appropriate
model of responsible behavior. The second group of variables is psychological traits,
consisting 4 variables : mental health, awareness of duty, future orientation and self-
control, and belief in internal locus of control of reinforcement. The third group of
variables id psychological states consisting of 2 variables : attitude toward responsible
behavior, and intention to act responsibly. The fourth group of variables is responsible
behavier. This group of dependent variables is responsible behavior at school. The final
group of variables is background of the students, e.g., gender, number of family member,

grade point average, elc.

The samples of this study are students in grade 11 from the total of four schools,
half-located in Bangkok and the rest located in Nakhornprathom Province These schools
are matched by their size. Stratified quota random sampling technique is used to sampie
students. With the total of usable data from 576 students, two hundred and fifty students

are male (43.40%) and three hundred and twenty six students are female (56.60%).

Three-way Analysis of variance and Multiple Regression Analysis are performed

to test 5 hypotheses. There are four main findings in this study.

First, regarding situational factors, it was found that students who reported of
receiving high love and reasoning oriented child-rearing practices, or having more
democratic participation with teacher, or receiving more training related to responsibility,
or having more suitable model from parents/friends reported more responsible behavior

at home as well as at school than the opposite ones, This resuits were evident in the total
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sample, and especially in two types of subgroups namely, provincial studenis., and

students from large family.

Secondly, regarding psychological factors, it was found that students who
possessed his/her degree of one of the following psychological characteristics, i.e., good
mental heélth'of awareness of his/her duty, or future orientation and self-control, or belief
in internal locus of control of reinforcement reported more responsible behavior both at
home and at school than their counterparts. These results were found in the total sample,
and especially in 3 types of subgroups namely, female students, students from small

family, and first-born students.

Thirdly, results from MRA revealed that situational factors together with
psychological factors, with the total of 10 variable, could account for the variance of
responsible behavior at home and responsible behavior at school in the total sample with
the accuracy of 47.9% and 63.9%, respectively. Furthermore, the highest percentage of
predictor from the 10 variables was found in non-first born students with 66.5% for
responsive behavior at home and 75.0% for responsive behavior at school. From there 10
variables, the most important predictor was attitude toward responsive behavior, followed

by intention to act responsively.

Finally, it was found that there were two responsive behavior at risk groups that

should receive immediate attention, that is male students, and students with low GPA.

According to the findings, there are four recommendations for practice,

First, Two responsive behavior at risk groups, male student and students with low
GPA should be immediately received attention. First of all, These groups need to improve
favorable attitude toward responsive behavior. In addition, another two important
psychological characteristics should be strengthen in order to improve their responsive
behavior, that is intention to act responsively, and future orientation and self control.

Secondly, For overall students, any training and activities that enhance their
favorable attitude toward responsive behavior and intention to act responsively are

recommended for parents at home as well as, teachers at schools.
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Thirdly, it was found that improving favorable attitude toward responsive behavior
in students is urgently necessary, but not enough. Three other psychological
characteristics should also be improved to more long-term impact on responsive
behavior. Three psychological characteristics should also be improved to more long-ltem
impact o responsive behavior. These psychological characteristic are future-orientation
and self-control, awareness of the student's duty (at home/school), and good mental
health.

Finally, parents and teachers should build responsive atmosphere by not only
being good role model, but also train the students by letting the students to take in
charge of some jobs or duties suitable for their age. Furthermore, they should also create
democratic and supportive which environment will improve the students responsive

behavior.



