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The objectives of this research are to study Yala Juvenile delinquents’
behavior in illegal drugs cases, including factors relating to such behaviors and
ways to correct the situation. Itis a qualitative study, using the in-depth interview
technique with 14 juvenile delinquents who volunteer to be key-informants for this
matter. Data collected were later analysed by logical context description with the
help of descriptive statistics.

The findings can be summarised as follows:

1. Behavior in drug consumption involves Marihuana and Amphetamine:
they use bamboo pipe for taking Marihuana but in taking Amphetamine, they
inhale the smoke through burning materials passing through water in bottles. They
somke Marihuana in the forest but for Amphetamine they have it in their bedroom
or restroom . Significent symtoms after taking Marihuana are good temper,
talkative, good appitite for food ; as for Amphetamine, the symtoms appear to be
alert, awakening , no appitite for food. Absenting from taking Marihuana has no
effect physically but for Amphetamine, their symtoms are irritated and moody.
Expense for taking Marihuana is about 1,000 baht per month : as for

Amphetamine, the cost is around 10,000 baht or more per month.
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2. Factors relating to behavior in drug taking are insecured personality
coupled with family problems and drug-addicted friends including living in slum
areas.

3. Their opinion on drug addiction is mostly unfavorable, e.g., weakening
body, losing property, unhealthy mind, causing hardéhip to family. However, they
think these delinquents are still worthy for society and family and they should be
welcome if they abandon the habit.

4. Suggested ways to prevent and remedy the problems are appropriate
rearing and training by the family to prepare children for strong mental health
against vices.

Important recommedations emerged are, for example, creating warm family
relation, providing higher education for children, emphasizing ethical and moral

behavior and strong suppression of any kind of illegal drug by the government.





