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The study served two purposes : 1) to find out the opinion of metropolitan
policemen in the operational line on the problems and obstacles to drug prevention and
suppression, and 2) to seck their suggestions on how to solve the drug prevention and suppression
problems.

The framework of the study included the independent variables, namely, marital
status, age, official rank, number of working years, salary, work linc, and cducation, and the
dependent variable was the metropolitan policemen’s opinion on the drug prevention and
suppression problems, which was composed of three components : 1) legal matters : search,
arrest, detention, penalty and witness protection law ; 2) technology : weapons, vehicles, fucls,
communication devices, urine examining apparatus and safety devices; and 3) remuncration :
gratuity, special salary rise, reward for arrest and informant reward.

The population of 87 politemen in Bang Khaen Metropolitan Police Station who
were in the prevention and suppression line and the investigation line. A questionnaire was
distributed for each respondent to fill out. Frequency and percentage were used to describe the
data.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. Legal matters Most of the policemen said that they had a problem of asking

the court for a search warrant most.” Among the problem were the delay of issuing a search
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warrant by the court and a very short detention period, Another problem was witness protection.
The most serious obstacle was that there was no organization directly responsible for this work.
2. Technology Most of the policemen stated that they had the problem of

inadequacy of work facilities and equipment. The most serious obstacle was the scarcity of guns,

followed by fuels, or gasoline.

3. Remuneration Most of the policemen in the operational line had never
received any award or gratuity from their work in this area. Next came the problem of allotting

the reward money because of too many procedures and unfairness.

Recommendations

1. Enough supply of guns and modern technology should be provided for the
policemen.

2. There should be close coordination with the court to speed up the issuance of
search warrants and the request procedure should be reduced. There should be a judge on duty
around the clock for issuing scarch warrants. Authority should also be given to the chief of the
police station to issue search warrants in the area under his responsibility.

3. More gratuities and promotion should be given to the policemen working in

the drug prevention and protection line.

4. A large amount of reward money and informant reward should be given to the

policemen.

5. The procedures for getting money should be reduced so that the policemen

can get the money faster.

6. The witness protection law should be materialized and enforced. An

organization directly responsible for this task should set up.



