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The study was conducted for the following four purposes: 1) to find out the background
data of the accused and the detainecs who repeatedly committed drug offenscs, 2) to ascertain
their family structurc and social process, 3) to identify the backgrounds and motives of Their
repeated drug offenses, and 4) to recommend some ways to prevent and to solve the problem of
repeated drug offenses.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 72 accused persons and detainecs in the
area under the responsibility of Metropolitan Police Division, Metropolitan Police Bureau of the
National Police Office. The data were gathered during September 1-30, 2002. Frequency,
percentage and Chi-square were used for data analysis.

The findings were briefly reported below.

1. Background data. Most of the samples (73.6%) were male. More than half (68.1%)
were single. Nearly half ( 48.6%) were 21-27 years old. They finished primary education or
equivalent. They were wage-earners the first time they were sentenced (45.8%). They did not
have any occupation when they were sentenced last time (45.8%). They had no income when
they were sentenced last time (42.3%).

2. As a whole, the family structure factors were normal. That is, about 62.5 percent of
the samples were brought up with warmness. They were taught to do good and use reasoning
rather than emotion. Before being sentenced last time, more than half (59.1%) their fathers and

mothers did not live together.About 45.8 percent reported that there was a good relationship
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between family memboers, although they had quarrels once in a while. About 73.6 percent lived in
a coqy houses and about 68.1 percent had their private rooms.

3. Regarding the social process, necarly half of the samples (47.2%) had intimacy with
drug offenders beforc committing the offenses. That is, They were friends with the latter
(82.3%). More than half (59.7%) committed the offenses by imitating others. About 54.2 percent
made an offense for the first time and about 75.0 percent for the second time. About 97.2 percent
accepted that the penalty for the first offense was justified and about 88.9 percent accepted that
the penalty for the second offense was justified. About 80.6 percent came to have close friends
during the imprisonment. - About 38.9 percent learned the techniques of committing crimes from
Their peers in the prison. After the imprisonment term ended, they still contacted the friends they
had known in the prison. About 48.6 percent were unemployed and about 72.2 percent were
indulged in vice places again, especially those popular among teenagers.

4. Backgrounds and motives of repeated drug offenses. Before being arrested for the first
time, about 69.0 percent of the samples were drug addicts. The first substance that about 83.3
percent were addicted to before their first arrest was cigarette. About 84.0 percent took
amphetamines before they were arrested last time. About 42.3 percent asked for money from
their parents to buy narcotics. The most important motive that made them commit an offense for
the first time was their desire to try it on (40.3%). followed by persuasion from the peers or
having bad friends, and family problems (65.3%). respectively. About 23.9 percent committed
the offense a second time because of persuasion from the peers or having bad friends, and also
about 23.9 percent had family problems and were unhappy. When the hypotheses were tested to
find the relationship between the motive for the first offense and the background variables, it was
found that age and education were significantly related to the motive for the first offense. That is,
about half of the younger samples (not older than 20 years old) and the older samples (28 years
old or more) committed the offense because they just wanted to try it on, while the samples, in the
middle group (21-27 years old) committed the offense because of persuasion from the peers or
because of their naivety. Moreover, nearly half of the samples with low education ( not higher
than primary school) committed the offense because of the family problems while the samples
with higher education (secondary school or higher) committed the offense because they wanted to

try it on and they were lacked of money . Also, 40 percent committed the offense because of their
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naivety. Next, the motive for the second repeated offense was found to have a significant
relationship with sex and education. It was found that about 85.4 percent of the male samples
committed the offense the second time because of family problems, lack of moncy and drug
addiction, while 36.4 percent of the female samples did so because of persuasion from the peers.
About 73.5 percent of the samples with low education committed the offense the second time
bécausc they had family problems while about 43.2 percent and 40.5 percent of the samples with
higher education committed the offensc because of the family problems and the desire to try it on.

respectively.

Recommendations

1. Cigarettes were a kind of narcotics used the most often before the first penalty and the
largest number of the offenders were addicted to amphetamines. Therefore. the public and the
private scctors should cooperate in a scrious campaign against cigarette smoking to prevent
amphetamine addiction.

2. The public and the private sectors, including the family institution, should cooperate in
preventing youths to have intimacy with bad friend or to try narcotics because they will be
addicted to them. More effective methods of drug addiction treatment, especially amphetamine

addiction, must be discovered.





