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The objectives of this research are to study the characters of the successful
journalists, their ways of life and approaches they use for self-development leading to
achievement in journalism as a career.

It is a qualitative study applying the in-depth interview technique with 18
Bangkok successful journalists indentified by their organizations. Data collected were
verified with triangulation technique and later analysed with the help of descriptive
statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows :

1. The successful journalists possess these essential characters, i.e., thoughtful,
curious, lik: to ask questions, seek further knowledge, rational, responsible, endure
and with acceptable-manner.

2. Being a person with the sense of justice and presenting facts for the benefit

of the society at large are the most important ingredients leading to being successful as

journalists.
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3. In practice, most of them spend around 10-12 hours working in various
journalistic work, i.e., meeting to select news issues, screening and verifying news and
news writings.

4. Approaches for self-development in knowledges and skill improvement used
by most of them are reading, searching and meeting with knowledgeable or resource
persons.

S. In emotional development preparing for hardwork and pressures from
various situations, it appears that most successful journalists spending their spare time
with their families to store happiness with mutual understanding of their work being
considerable difference from other works.

Among important recommendations emerged are, for example, the National
Press Council should promote journalistic ethics and provide more tools for technical
knowledge development for journalists who, at the same time, need to be patient and

work for the benefits of the society as a whole.



