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The study on changes in rice culture of farmers at Tambon Bang Tathan, Amphoe
Song Phinong, Changwat Suphanburi was aimed at the two following objectives: (1) to
study present situations on physical, economic and social aspects as well as ways of life
of Bang Tathan people and (2) to study changes in rice culture of Bang Tathan people in
4 aspects, i.e. production, consumption, exchange of products and principles of belief
and rituals involving rice and rice farming.

The study chose a qualitative approach based on documentary data and
personal information obtained from 18 informants through in-depth interview and focus
group discussion. Descriptive data analysis was undertaken in order of objectives.

The study results were as follows:

Presently, there are 3,560 households with a population of 15,683, most of which
engage in rice farming on 71% of the total area. The majority of farmers have the
possession of their lands. Most of them are single family with their ways of life attached to
traditions, rituals and beliefs e.g. Thing Than tradition. There are several community
Centers e.g. Wat Phi Rong Wua, Bang Sor market, etc.

With regard to changes in rice culture of Bang Tathan farmers, it was found that in
the former rice culture, i.e. before the development and implementation of the National
Economics and Social Development Plan, rice production was a self-sufficient way to

earn fiving with no substantial investment. Farmers concentrated on annual farming,
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exclusively relying on self-developed production factors, human labour and animal. They
had a simple consu: ption of natural food in the cosy and intimate atmosphere where the
transfer of culture from one generation to another took place. In the exchange of
products, they traded their paddy rice with necessary household articles instead of using
money to buy. Those farmers had several beliefs related to rice farming such as the story
of Mae Pho Sop or Ceres. Meanwhile, such beliefs were transferred through certain
rituals related to rice and rice farming, for instance, Rub Thong Khao Ritual.

Then came the modern rice culture after the National Economics and Social
Development Plan was first developed and implemented. It was found that rice
production pattern of farmers had gradually changed from self-sustained production to
production for sale. Farmers invested more to acquire production factors. Labour forces
were engaged in almost every stage of production. Rice farming pattern has been
changed to off-season farming. Also, there has been substantial change in consumption
pattern as farmers have a more rushed lifestyle and less time to spare for having meals
with their family. Mostly, they buy food from the ready made food stalls. In the exchange
of products, they do rice farming in order to sell rice and spend their earnings for their
living and paying debts. They even have to buy rice for their meals. For the principle of
belief and rituals, it was found that when farmers adopted the modern rice farming,
traditional beliefs and rituals concerning rice have gradually disappeared.

Changes in rice culture, on one hand, have brought farmers a more convenient
way of rice farming. On the other hand, such changes are regarded as the deterioration
of glorious culture, particularly on the mental aspect. At the same time, several farmers
abandon rice farming and turn to other jobs to earn their living as they are not able to
bear debts and poverty any longer.

In view of the above research results, the researcher proposed suggestions and
recommendations as follows:

1) Farmers should be encouraged to do traditional rice farming on a small piece
of land of approximately 5-10 rais in order to conserve traditional rice culture and to
reduce operating cost in rice farming. This should be developed as a project under the

responsibility of focal administration at Tambon level.
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2) Under the new educational system which allows community participation in the
development of curriculum, a specific curriculum related to traditional rice culture should
be developed for students at Song Phinong Wittaya School on both theoretical and
practical aspects. In addition, the school should be encouraged to establish a museum
to collect and display tools using in traditional rice farming.

3) In working towards the solution of farmers’ problems under various
development projects, the indigenous wisdom should be taken into account as some
projects initiated by the government may have adverse impact on traditiona!l ways of life
of local people.

4) The government should find the way to create and maintain farmers' pride in
rice farming as well as young generation's on their parent's occupation. Meanwhile,
communities and tamilies should be encouraged to develop strategies to raise the
consciousness of young generation on the imnortance of rice farming and to persuade
them to continue their parents’ way to earn living in the future. Nevertheless, they should

be encouraged to learn the new method of rice farming known as “The New Theory".



