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The objectives of this research are 1) to study the Mon’s origins, community context and
their general characters 2) to study the Mon's important self-identity and ways consense such
identities, 3) to study the Mon's changing sclf-identity, 4) to study supports for maintenance of
the Mon's self-identity, 5) to study self-identity trends and tendency in maintaining the Mon’s
important self-identity including problems and recommendations. The study was done at
Phrapradaeng District by using the qualitative method. In addition to documentary study, in-depth
interviews of 21 key-informants comprising villagers, local leaders, and a government officials
were done for data collections. Observation of the community context was also done by the
researcher while conducted the in-depth interviews. Data analysis is carried out by the method of
logical context description with the help of descriptive statistics

Finding of the study can be summarizes as follows :

1. The Mon's self-identity in general are their social and cultural traditions, i.e., customs,
spoken language and their dresses; their dominant characters observed are merit. Making,
religiosity, peacefulness and kindness.

2. The Mon’s important self-identities are traditional, merit making religiosity and their
spoken language.

3. The changing of self-identity observed are in dressing style, food, housing, rituals,
beliefs and values, plays, music and arts; the radical or almost completely changes are language,

traditional healthcare, occupations and spirit worship.

4. Ways to maintain important self-identities are found both in the material and non-
material aspects, i.e., books, leaflets, shows, exhibitions, data sources, etc., socialization to
younger generations in beliefs and rituals, encouraging them participate in traditions with threats
of social sanctions and so on. Important persons in the community are villager’groups, the olders
and monks.

5. Supporting to maintaining these knowledge and understanding are money and
materials donated by villagers, government agencies, private organizations; villagers also
sacrifice their labour via their group.

6. Trends or tendency to maintain self-identity. It seems that language will probably be
lost while other social and cultural traditions remain, for example, dressing style, food and the
likes. Schools should have more roles if more supports from private sectors are coming
increasingly.

7. Problems found are lack of co-ordination, conflict between the state and villagers and
the radical change of the society at large. In the end, the researcher has the opinion that Mon as an
ethnic group will gradually disappear becoming only a history. Self-identification conservation

depends on the forces of the people of each community and their willpower to maintain it.





