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The objectives of this rescarch are 1 ) to study changes in a community after the
cconomic crises in B.E. 2540 . in the cconomic. social and cultural aspects, 2 ) to study the
community ‘s strength in various arcas , 3 ) to study the rclationship between the economic |
social and cultural changes and the community *s strength.

The rescarch is a qualitative study . collecting data mostly by using the in — depth
interview techniques @ 21 key informants living in the community studied were voluntarily
interviewed in — depth . The data were verified with the triangulation techniques and later
analyzed by logical context description and descriptive statistics of percentage and mean.

Findings can be summarized as follows :

1. The changes in the studied community are minimal whether in economic . social or
cultural aspect . This is because the economic crises occurred at the national level and dirgctly
affected the industrial and business sectors. not the agricultural community being studied , which
normally possesses strong cultural base resulting in only minor changes

2. Changes found in the studied community are increase in number of group and
activitics , continuity in knowledge of handicrafts . traditional oriented . good mobilization of
pcople  participation in community activitics . including strong sense of orderliness and
community learning process characterized of strong kinship ties.

3. Though the cconomic crises B.E. 2540 did not cause major change in the community .

it stimulated some cconomic activitics in aspects of funding ,thrift , and nationalism by lcaming

from the media . The strong cultural base , c.g. , living close together . stimulate mutual help |

reducing possible conflicts , strong leadership as center of co- operation . and others lcading to

government ‘s interest and support.
Among important recommendation s emerged from the study are the government should
support for strong community tic in order to be confront with any crises | including creating

various types of community leaders in development work for future sustainable development.





