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The research was conducted for four purposes : 1) to find out the cairses of
narcotic involvement of children and youths aged not more than 18 years old, 2) to study
the process and steps of gething involved in narcotics, 3) to reveal the characteristics of
their families and peers, and 4) to seek children and youths' opinion on getting involved
in narcotic. The target group of the study was 100 children and youths aged not more
than 18 years old who were drug addicts and were rehabilitated at the Kwannan Center
in Nan Province. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data. Percentage, mean
and standard deviation were used to describe the data.

Findings

About 56.0 percent of the respondents were male. Most were 17 years old or
more. They were studying at high schools or vocational schools. Their grade point
average (GPA) was moderate (2.01-3.00). Their parents had averagely two children and
most were the first ones. They received an allowance of not more than 1,200 baht a
month from their parents. Their parents lived together. The fathers were mostly
engaged in general employment. The m others were farmers. The fathers earned 2.501-
7,000 baht a month and the mothers earned not more than 2,500 baht a month, Their
parents had a good relationship. The children and youths were close to their parents.
They lived happily with other family nembers.

When they became drug addicts, they lived with their parents. They lived in
rural areas. Their close friends studied in the same school. In fact, most of their friends

were in the same school.
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At present, they still lived with their parents in rural areas and their friends and
close friends were in the same school.

Regarding their knowledge and understanding about narcotics, the respondents
were found to have a good knowledge of narcotics. When the individual dimensions
were considered separately, they were found to have a poor knowledge of the fact that
they could addict to a drug if they tried it even once or once in a while. They
misunderstood that narcotics could reduce their aniety and make them become more
self-confident. They also thought that narcotics could make them studious and thus
increase their grades.

Narcotic involvement. The children and youths in the study got involved in
narcotics because they wanted to make a trial. Most were induced to narcotics by their
peers. They strted with taking a certain drug, especially amphetamines. Later they
wanted more doses and took them regularly, so the money they got from their parents
was not enough for the expenses. Finally they became drug sellers. Each had about

10-15 customers.

Recommendations.

The following were recommended:

1. The family institution, especially parents, should pay close attention to child-
raising. They should have time for their children, give them warmness and affection,
understanding and close advice.

2. All parties concerned should cooperate in solving the narcotic problem by
making children and youths have a correct knowledge and understanding about the

harmful effects of drugs and about drug trials.



