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ABSTRACT
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Degree ¢ Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year : 2003

This study has two objectives. They are: 1) To study attitude towards higher
education of Mathayom 6 students in Vichien Klinsukon Upathum School, Wang Noi
District, Ayutthya and 2) To study factors probably influencing attitude towards
furthering tertiary education of the students. The data was collected through applying a
questionnaire to a total of 126 Mathayom 6 studenté (grade 12 in American educational
system) in Vichien Klinsukon Upathum School in Ayutthay's Wang Noi district.
Afterwards, the data was analyzed with Pearson's product moment correlation
coefficient and Point biserial correlation coefficient. The findings are summarized as
following:

The majority of the samples were female and had Grade Point Average (GPA) in
the range of 2.51 to 3.00. They showed a potential interest in employment in the private
sector. Most of them had two siblings. Their fathers and mothers earned between 3,001
to>6,000 baht per month. The entire incomes of their families were fewer than 6,000 baht
per month. Parents of most of the samples were blue-collar workers and graduated a
primary school.

The level of relations with the family of the samples as well as their attitude
towards higher education was assessed as a moderate level.

As well the level of factors found to have an influence upon the samples' attitude

towards higher education was at a moderate level.
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It was found that sex , economic status , internal family relationship , close
companion influencing toward their attitude , were affecting to furthering tertiary
education of senior high school.

Recommendations

1) The school ought to provide a greater number of scholarships for students
along with accessible information about higher education with the emphasis on benefits
of higher qualification. Moreover, the school should also play a crucial role in promoting
good relationships within the family of the students.

2) The schoot is also encouraged to raise teachers' awareness about positive
attitude towards their students. This would lead to good fostering of good students.

3) The teachers themselves also deserve morale boosting, for example by
improving the welfare and providing with higher professional training and sufficient

teaching equipment.



