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The purpose of the study was to find out the status and readiness of
small farmers who used buffaloes in farming in Kudlad Subdistict in participation in
raising partridges and fishes under the integrated agriculture project of Rong-Rean
Rong-Na, Muang District, Ubonratchathani Province. An interview schedule and
participant observation were used to collect both quantitative and qualitative data from
180 small farmers. The descriptive statistics used to describe the data were
percentage, mean and standard deviation and the inferential statistic to test the
hypotheses was t-test.

The findings were summarized below

1. Most of the small farmers in the study were male. They were 40-90
years old and completed compulsory education. The average household labor was two
people. The main income came from agriculture. They earned an income of 10,001-
15,000 baht per year. Most of the small farmers were not in debt. |

2. Most small farmers who used buffaloes in farming in Kudlad
Subdistrict were ready at a rather high level in taking part in raising partridges and

fishes under the integrated agriculture project on raising and fish in the rice fields.
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3. The important factor affecting their readiness in participating in the
integrated agriculture project of Rong-Rean Rong-Na was interest m the project. On the
contrary, experience in integrated agriculture and social status we?e found to have no
impact in their readiness in project participation.

Recommendations

1) In selecting small farmers to join the training program in integrated
agriculture, attention should be paid mainly on their real interest and needs.

2) A Strong integrated agriculture community should be built and its
management should be systematic in order to gain bargaining power when contacting
outside financial resources.

3) Smali farmers should be promoted to be engaged in other secondary
occupations, such as processing agricultural produces to earn enougﬁ income to raise
their families and to have some left to invest in integrated agriculture.

4) Supporting organizations from outside, such as NGOs, that are close to
small farmers should encourage them to form group or a network at all local levels and
at the national level to participate in of Rong-Rean Rong-Na. Rong-Rean Rong-Na
should be an in-between in coordinating production target groups and domestic and
international consumers so that they will turn to support integrated agriculture.

5) Public and private organizations should seriously promote small
farmers in camrying out integrated agriculture of Rong-Rean Rong-Na.

6) The government should include the integrated agriculture policy for
small farmers in according to sufficiency Economy philosophy in its national economic
and social development plan.

| 7) Rong-Rean Rong-Na should carry out public relations to make small
farmers see the importance of integrated agriculture as the way to reduce bankrupcy of

small farmers.



