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ABSTRACT

Thailand has a long health care by using traditional medicine, especially herbs
before Sukhothai era. Until now, the behavior has been integrated in the national
healthcare system. Currently, the medical tourism policy has been introduced as one of
the major strategies in order to give Thailand the “center of Asian medical hub” (2004-
2008). Since then, using herbs in oral health system become a core strategy.

This research has three major objectives, including 1) to study the situation of
using herbs in dentists; 2) to study factors related to the using herbs among dentists;
and 3) to provide policy suggestion concerning model and using behaviors of the
dentists. First, 391 participants were selected by using simple random sampling. Then,
the data was analyzed by using descriptive statistic, including percentage, standard
deviation and inferential statistics.

This research found that most dental personnel did not prescribed traditional
Thai herbs for their oral practice (71.6%) There were four major factors determined their
using traditional herbs. These were 1) do not know herbs (36.8%), 2) do not interest
and know how to use herbs (34.3%), 3) had no adequate research support (28.6%),
and 4) obstructed by unsupportive oral health policy from their originate health

institution (19.3%).



