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The purposes of this research were (1) to study strategies in reading expository texts
written in English of public university engineering students in Bangkok metropolitan area. (2) To
compare the reading strategies used by the students in different universities, departments, and with
differences in gender and reading abilities.

The sample of this study were 1,080 fourth year engineering students (758 male and 322
female), studying in six public universities in Bangkok metropolitan area during the second
semester of the 2007 academic year. The data were collected through the questionnaires based on
Anderson’s idea of reading strategies classification (Anderson, 1991). The data were analyzed by
statistical method comprising percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test, One-way
Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and Duncan for Post Hoc Multiple Comparisons. The hypothesis
testing was set at the 0.05 level of significance.

The results of this study showed that (1) subjects used every reading strategics: éognitive,
metacognitive, and compensating reading strategies, and with the moderate level of usage.
However, the cognitive reading strategy was in the first rank, the compensating reading strategy
was in the second while the metacognitive reading strategy was in the third one. (2) There was a
statistically significant difference in the use of cognitive, metacognitive, and compensating reading

strategies between high and low English reading ability students. Furthermore, students enrolling

in different departments indicated significant differences in the use of reading strategies as well. In
contrast, there was no statistically significant difference between genders of the subjects’ use of

reading strategies. Similarly no statistically significant differences were found among students’

enrolling in different public universities.





