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The two objectives of the study were as follows: 1) to find out the behavior of
wearing a helmet of motorcyclists in Phan District, Chiangrai Province, and 2) to identify
the factors affecting their behavior.

The framework of the study included the dependent variable-behavior of wearing
a helmet-and the independent variables, i.e., gender, age, education, income,
possession of a driving license, experience in accidents, experience in being arrested
because of wearing no helmet, knowledge about the helmet law, and knowledge about
helmets.

The accidental sampling was used to select the sample of 250 motorcyclists in
Phan District, Chiangrai Province. An interview schedule was employed to collect the
data. Percentage, mean, standard deviation were used to describe the data and the
difference between or among groups was tested by using t-test and F-test.

The findings were briefly stated as follows:

1. As a whole, the motorcyclists were found to have the behavior of wearing a
helmet at a moderate level (X = 2.61 out of 4). When the components of behavior were
considered individually, they were found to have a good behavior of wearing a helmet
when travelling on the routes where the police were on duty (X = 3.06). The lowest
mean (X = 1.81) was found when they travelled a short distance, which reflect a bad
behavior.

2. The factors found to affect the motorcyclists’ behavior of wearing a helmet
were age, education, income, and possession of a driving license. Other factors, i.e.i
gender, experience in accidents, experience in being arrested because of wearing no
helmet. Knowledge of helmets, and knowledge of helmet law, were found to have no
impact on their behavior on wearing a helmet.

The following recommendations were made.

1. The policemen should seriously and continuously enforce the law and
punished all violators without bias.

2. The traffic law should be widely publicized, especially in schools to make
youths realize the harmful effect of road accidents and learn how to prevent them.

3. Public, state enterprise and private sectors should have a regulation that
requires its people to be good models of road users.

4. The work performance of the officers concerned with helmets should be
evaluated every six months or every year.

5. The Transport Department, which is responsible for issuing driving license
should be strict in doing so by making sure that these who get driving license have

enough correct knowledge and skills in riding motercycles.





