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The study on "‘Readiness of Farmers in Growing Chemical-free Vegetables: A Case of
Tambol Bangtathean. Amphoe Songphinong, Changwat Suphanburi.”

The Two objectives of the sunvey were: 1) to find out the readiness in growing chemical-
frece vegetable of the farmers in Tambol Bangtathean. Amphoc Songphinong. Changwat
Suphanburi. .and 2) to identify their problems and to seck their suggestions about growing
chemical-free vegetable.

In-depth interview was employed to collect the da'ta from 15 key informants. They were
the chairman of the chemical-free vegetable farmer committee. the deputy chairman and 13
members.

It was found that as a whole the farmers were ready to grow chemical-free vegetable at a
rather high level. The inputs were found to be ready at a moderate level, while the support factors
and the basic factors were ready at a rather high level. The details were briefly stated below:

1. Input The input factor. which was found to be moderately ready. consisted of ten
components:

1) The land for vegetable cultivation was very ready becausc the land was high.
Water could be conveniently drained. And it was an open-area where vegetables could be directly
exposed to the sun at least six hours a days; therefore, vegetables could grow well.

2) The soil was moderately suitable for growing vegetables because it was not very

productive.
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3) The water sources in Tambon Bangtathean were ready at a high level because the
Tha Chen River or the Suphanburi River passed the area. The irrigation system of the Phraya
Banlue water distribution and maintenanee project was implemented in the arca. There were 16
irrigation canals and 22 underground water wells.

4) Regarding the seeds. the farmers liked to buy vegetable seeds from nearby shops.
The problem was that there were some poor quality seeds in the bought packages. resulting in
their experiencing a loss. Therefore. vegetable secds were found to be a factor that was ready at a
low level because of the lack of good seeds.

5) Fertilizers were also a factor found to be ready at a low lever. They were not
ready to increase the soil quality by using organic fertilizers.

6} The vegetable farmers were found 1o be ready at a low level in not using
pesticides. They were not ready 0 use bio-methods to control plant discases. Al of them still used
chemical fertilizers. Thus. govemment agencics concerned should give them advice so that they
could have a good knowledge and understanding of techniques in growing chemical-free
vegetables.

7) There was enough labor for growing vegetables so the farmers were quite ready
in growing chemical-free vegetables.

8) The farmers could access to financial sources since they could borrow from the
Bank of Agricultural Cooperatives. the agricultural cooperative and the village fund.

9) However. the farmers were found not to get an adequate amount of loans. so they
were moderately ready in this respect.

10) The fanners were found to be ready in using technology in growing chemical-
frec vegetables at a low level.

2. support factors The support factors were ready at a rather high level. Three support

factors considered were:

1) Technical knowledge. The farmers were very ready in technical knowlcdge of
growing chemical-free vegetables because most of them had been trained in this area. However.
the agency concerned should regularly train them on up-to-date techniques and follow up the

project to make sure that the vegetables would be ready chemical-free and would have quality and

an adequate supply to meet consumers® demand.
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2) Most of the vegetable farmers could access to related information so they were
ready at a high level in this aspect.

3) All vegetable farmers had a maiket to sell their traditionally grow vegetables
were small in numbers and so were the selling places. Besides. vegetable prices were low and in
consistent. The farmers did not know the market demand. However, They thought they could find
markets for chemical-free vegetables. so they were ready at a high level.

3. Basic factors. The basic factors were rcady at a rather high level. Two factors studied
were:

1) Knowledge and understanding about growing chemical-free vegetables. The
farmers were found 1o have a rather high knowledge and understanding in this arca.

2) Atlitude toward growing chemical-free vegetables. The farmers had a good
attitude toward growing chemical-free vegetables. They wanted to give up using pesticides and to
reduce production costs.

Recommendations

L. The agency concerned should provide vegetable farmers with inputs for growing
chemical-free vegctables. especially organic compost, pesticides extracted from plants and
agricultural technologies. such as using nylon nets. sticky-glue traps lighting traps, bio-organic.
etc.

2. The agency concemed should provide them with marketing support by
guaranteeing vegetable prices in order to build the farmers’ confidence and motivate them to grow
chemical-free vegetables.

3. Vegetable farmers should be encouraged to from a group to sell their produces
directly to consumers. Markets for chemical-free vegetables should be available in all the areas to

convenience buyers. In fact, this would promote both producers and consumers at the same time.





