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The study on “The Readiness of Small-Scale Farmers in Participating
in Sustainable Agriculture Production of Rongrcan-Rongna, Ubonratchathani
Province had three objectives as follows :

1. to study the readincss of small-scale farmers in participating in the
chemical-free jasmin rice production project of Rongrean-Rongna with an
approach of buffalo-centered development.

2. to explore whether different background of farmers would lead to
different level of readiness in participating in the chemical-free jasmin rice
production project of Rongrean-Rongna.

3. to study problems and barriers in participating in the chemical-free
rice production project which bases on buffalo technology in integrated sustainable
agriculture including solutions for those problems.

“ This study was qualitative research, using interriewing method.
Population of the study was farmers in 12 villages in Tambol God-had, Muang

District, Ubonratchathani Province. Who had utilized buffalo technology and had

participated in the chemical-free jasmin rice production project of Rongrean-
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Rongna. Total number of farmers was 192 which 91 farmers was members of
Rongrean-Rongna, other 101 farmers were non-members. Selection criteria of
project participants were rice farmers using buffalo technology. and organic
fertilizer without chemical fertilizer in order to be self-reliant in accordance with
local wisdom, no harmful to produccr and consumer as well as no harmful to
environment.

The study found that most small-scale farmers were rice cultivation
farmers using buffalo technology. Sizc of rice field was 7-9 rai in average. Age of
farmers was between 40-59 years. A number of male was higher than female.
Education level was compulsory education at grade 4. Family size was between
3-4 which 2 of them were in working agc. Most farmers utilized buffaloes for rice
production (81.8 percent), had expcrienced poulty and fish farming. Average
income was between 5,000-20,000 baht/ycar/household.

For agricultural promotion, most of farmers (85 percent) participated in
training courses in integrated agriculture, live stocks and fish farming
simultaneously with seasonal rice cultivation. They also had irrigation system.
Farmers can again more knowledge by requesting for consultation service on
planning and on site visit, for training in francolin farming, rice field fish farming,
chemical-free rice production in accordance with Rongrean-Rongna Model and the
Royal instiatives on “New Theory”.

Major problems and barrier of the farmers in participating in
sustainable agr:culture of Rongrean-Rongna was that most farmers (85 percent)
faced the shortage of water in rice cultivation and livestock farming. Therefore,
farmers should develop irrigation system in their own land by digging up canals
around rice field. Meanwhile farmers then could transfer from dependence only on
rice cultivation to livestock and fish farming in rice field. Furthermore, land-use
planning and agricultural production planning are necessary for farmers to increase

their income and to be self-reliant and batter off.



