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The objectives of this research are 1. to study farmers' indebtedness
condition, particularly the unpaid debts with BAAC, 2. to study farmers' stress resulting
from such debts and ways to lessen it, 3. to study farmers' perception and the impacts
of the unpaid debt management. The study was done at the BAAC bank, Samut
Songkram Branch by interviewing the bank's clients who currently owe the bank
1,000,000 baht and over.

The research is a qualitative study; 15 farmers, BAAC's clients of the
above category were selected as key-informants for in-depth interviews, in addition to
document study and observation. Data obtained were later analysed with logical
context description and descriptive statistics.

Findings of the research can be summarized as follows :

1. Farmers with unpaid debts were found to have factors unfavorabie to
agricultural occupation, i.e., low education, oldaged, too many children per family, lack
of technical knowledge in marketing and farm management. When confront with the
problems, they cannot solve them.

2. In addition to having debts with BAAC, more than one-half of the
informants also borrow money from other sources; they have to pay high interest rate for
these debts. The country's economic breakdown recently affected their shrimp farming
and sea fisheries resulting in their unability to pay debts and interests to BAAC__: some
attempts were made fo lessen the problems but their huge amount ot debts did not
reduce significantly. This made them feel miserable with proionged stress. Some even
tried to suicide. If thejr lan had to be sold for paying debts, their stress will be even
more because they will have no land to work with.

Among recommendations to improve the situation are BAAC should pay
more attention to the debtors' ability to repay debts before giving them credit. BAAC

should support their efforts in improving their agricultural occupation, and so on.





