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The study was aimed at 1) finding out the effects of the New Agricultural Theory
on farmers who participated in the project, and 2) examining the change in economic
status and the quality of life of the participating farmers, and 3) identifying the problems
and obstacles of the farmers.

The data were collected from 94 farmers who participated in the New Agricultural
Theory project in Chumporn Province. They were accidentally selected and then
interviewed.  Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to
describe the data.

The findings were briefly reported as follows:

1. Most of the subjects were male. Thzay were 41-50 years old. Nearly all
were Buddhists. They completed Prathom 1-4.

2. Fifty-five farmers were found to continuously apply the New Agricultural
Theory in their work until present. Thirty-nine farmers did nct apply the theory
continuously and no longer did so now. Those who applied the theory had a part of their
land for cultivation of rice and others (80%), part for keeping water (a pond) (10%), and
part for the residential compound (10%).

3. When the two groups of farmers were compared in terms of income and
agricultural experience, significant difference was found between the groups. That is,

those who applied the theory had a higher net profit a year after joining the project than
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their counterparts. They also had more agricultural experience. However, no significant
difference was found when the economic background and the behavior in receiving
related information were taken into consideration.

4, When the change in economic status and the quality of life of the
participating farmers were considéred, it was found that the farmers who did not apply
the theory more frequently earned money than their counterparts, but the jatter had more
money left than the former. Regarding the quality of life, difference was found in health
and work. That is, those who applied the theory experienced more tension and
tiredness as a result of more work, while their counterparts still had the same level of
tension and tiredness.

5. Both groups of farmers encountered the environmental problems, such
as drought and scarcity of water. They had few fund sources and had to turn to the
informal financial sources. The officials concerned aiso did not help them much in
providing knowledge in agriculture and marketing. They could not find markets for their
produces and there was no price guarantee by the government. Regarding the project
activities, public relations was still poor and there was unclear explanation about them.

The formers said that travel in and out of the village by road was not convenience.

Recommendations

To make the farmers participate in the New Agriculture Theory project
continuously, the farmer network should be built. Farmers should be trained on
agricultural technology and other necessary skills. In order to increase their income,
markets for their produces and products should be set up in the community so that they
can naturally form a group to have a bargaining power. Low-interest financial sources

for farmers must be available for them to borrow to invest in the project or to use in food

processing.



