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The three main purposes of the study were : 1) to reveal the potentiality of conscripted
soldiers in carrying out integrated agriculture in from of quail raising and rice farming; 2) to
identify the factors related to their potentiality; and 3) to point out the problems and obstacles to
quail raising and rice farming. The data were collected from some related documents and the
primary data were gathered by using a questionnaire. The total of 305 conscripted soldiers in the
Third Battalion, the Seventeenth Infantry Department, Mengrai Maharaj Army Camp from four
shifts were included in the study. Both descriptive and inferential statistics were used for data
analysis.

The findings were briefly stated below.

l. General background information

More than half of the conscripted soldiers under the study were not more than l22 years
old. Nearly half finished secondary school and were engaged in general employment. About
three-quarters had an income of 2,601-8,200 baht a month. About half of them lived in
moderately prosperous areas and owned an arable land of 1-5 rai.

2. General agricultural information

More than half of the conscripted soldicrs had experience in different kinds of agriculture
and the rest had experience in only one kind of agriculture.

Most obtained agricultural knowledge from their families and only a few learnt about
agriculture by themselves.

Interest in agricultural occupation. It was found that nearly half were interested in
agricultural occupation. About half of them were interested in fish-raising and the rest in animal

raising.
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Integrated agriculture. The conscripted soldiers were moderately interested in integrated
agriculture. They wanted to integrate chicken raising with vegetable gardening most, followed
by rice farming plus chicken-raising, and fish-raising and vegetable gardening, respectively.

3. Potentiality in integration of quail-raising and rice farming. The conscripted soldiers
were found to be ready in basic factors for quail-raising and rice-farming at a moderate level.
They were ready to apply the knowledge acquired from training for quail raising at a moderate
level and at rice farming at a rather high level.

4. Factors affecting their potentiality in carrying out integrated agriculture.

The factors found to affect their carrying out integrated agriculture were their occupation
as farmers or orchard growers and the size of their land. On the contrary, education, income,
hometown, interest in agriculturc and experience in agriculture were found to have no impact on
their carrying out integrated agriculture.

The factor found to obstruct their quail-raising and rice-farming was infrastructure.

Recommendations

Preparedness. The Third Battalion under the Seventeenth Infantry Department should
provided the conscripted soldiers with knowledge of integrated agriculture, making them realize
of its importance and having them choose agricultural activities that fit themselves and the local
area.

Training Emphasis should be placed on the needs of the conscripted soldiers and of the
labor markci. More training time should be giving to them continuously so that they can put their
knowledge into practice. Evaluation of every training steps should bec made to have training
efficiency and more self and advice should be given to the trainees after the training program has
ended.

Application of knowledge from training. Emphasis should be on integrated
agriculture in accordance with sufficiency economy and the New Theory. Insecticide-free
agriculture and self-salience should be stressed to reduce expenses and dependence on outsiders.
For example, cows and buffaloes and bio-fertilizer devised from quail raising should be use in

rice farming.





