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Abstract

Purposes: This research aims to construct the image of Siamese cosmology in
the Three Seals Law to be used as analytical framework for finding the highest ideology
of the kingships in the Three Seals Law, and to analyze the sources of political and legal
authorities in the Three Seals Law.

Methods: The structural-functional and procedural analyses are used within the
analytical framework of Siamese cosmology which consisted of the Buddhist,
Brahmanical, and Animist powers, with the Buddhist law of action as the operating rule.

Results: 1. Where do the Ayutthaya king’s political and legal authorities come
from? The 3 sources of political authority are: (1) Buddhism: an assumed king is elected
as a leader by the majority consent from his ability and character to keep social order
(2) Hinduism: a king with a royal blood and as a deity is able to take the authority, (3)
Local tradition: the great power of merits attained as foundation for a person who shows
his ability to seize power as a victorious king. The 2 sources of legal authority are: (1) the
sacred cosmic order from the wall of the cosmos, (2) the Buddhist canon, Tripitaka, (3)
local traditions.

2. How does the Ayutthaya king use the power? The king is the ultimate power
user of the state, through the support of royal relatives and officials. The manifestation of
state power through traditions and rituals, is to demonstrate the making and storing
merit in Buddhist practices, the greatness of the king with Brahmanical rituals, the
fertility of the land by the Brahmanical and Animist divinations.

3. What is the purpose of the Ayutthaya king’s power? The Siamese divine
kingship is a Buddhist one called Buddha-devaraja, with the highest ideal as Indra, the
quality of kindness; the use of virtue for social justice and protection of Buddhist religion;
the second ideal is Rama, the quality of might; the use of strength to govern and to
protect the country, the last ideal is the City Spirit or Phra Suea Mueang, the quality of

generosity; the use of spiritual support for fertility of the people.



