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_* The purposewof this study is to investigate the varfation of the
Teochlu noun classifiex /Laj / accordlng to age andibilingualism of Teochluﬁ.
speakers. The data were collected by asklng, with the use of pictures a
sample of 60 Teochiu speakers. Six nouns (dlvxded into 3 groups) were
chosen to test these hypotheses : 1) /now33kla /"child" and /puass/"dish "
always 0ccur ‘with /kaj / 2) /qiaw3 /"cat" and /p:.k1 /"pen," never occur
with /kaJ / and 3) /hua;zlslaZI/"monk" and /tshag /"table," do not occur
uith /kajs /. except ;n some Teochiu speakers' Speech.

‘The results of the study show that /kejss/ occurs with only four
nouns : /now33k1a /"chilg," /puass/“dish,“ /huaj215ia21/"monk" and /tshigss/
"table." It is found that /kaj5 / occurs with /puass/"dish" without variation.
The other three houns occur with /kaj / and other variants. The relationship |
between all these classifier. ‘variants and the speaker's age and bilingualism
were'analyzed. |

As for the age differrentiation, the analysis shows that the use of
' /kajss/,witﬂ /now33kiasl/"chlld" ‘does not vary significantly accordlng to the
speaker's age. As for the occurrence of /kag / wzth /huaj 151a /"monk"
and'/tshigss/"table,“ it is found that /kaj / varies significantly according
to the Bpeaker's age. '

As for bilingualism variation, the use of /kajss/ does not Vary
significantly according to the bilingualism of the speakers. This 1mp11es

that Thai does not have influence on the variation of /kaj5 / 1n Teochiu.

‘ This study shows that with the nouns which may occur with /kaj /,
the young speaker group tends to use /ka3 / more frequently than the old
group. In the future /kaj5 / may become the most popular classifier. This
implies that the Teochiu_dlaleccvln Thailand is in the process of change,



