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ABSTRACT

Occupational accidents is a significant public health concern and consequently affects
the health status of workers. Risk behaviors are accepted to be one factor related to accidents in
the workplace. The main purpose of this cross-sectional descriptive study was to examine the
prevalence of accidents as well as risk behaviors among workers working in a rubber wood
industry at Punpin district, Surathanee province. The study samples, working in a production
line, comprised three main jobs: sawn mill, klin drying, and maintenance. Data collection were
conducted during November to December, 2004. The research instruments was a questionnaire,
developed by the researcher based on literature review. The questionnaire consist of three parts:
demographic data, occupational accident, and risk behaviors of accident. The questionnaire was
reviewed by the panel of experts, with a content validity index of .93. The reliability of the
questionnaired was tested using Cronbach’ s alpha coefficients, and its values of either overall or
each production line was at an acceptable level (0.74-0.82). Data were analyzed by descriptive

statistics.



The main results of the study revealed that, the prevalence rate of occupational
accidents was 40.64 percent. The highest rate of such accidents was occurred in the sawn mill
which was (44.44 %). The accident rates of other two lines, klin drying and maintenance, were
28.97 and 26.59 percent respectively. In addition, the accidents was highly occurred in the
evening shift (62.87 %) and while working with a machine (44.44%). Nevertheless, the
prevalence rate for a near miss in this study was found only 7.90 percent. Concerning risk
behaviors, it was found that, overall such behaviors of workers was at a high level (15.81 %),
while that of 67.25 percent of workers was at a moderate level. With regard to risk behaviors
among workers of each production line, it was revealed that around 14-20 percent of these
workers had risk behaviors at a high level, while that of 62-73 percent of workers was at a
moderate level. It was also observed that all of these workers received a safety training course
before starting a new assignment.

The results of this study, hence, indicate that occupational and environmental health
nurse should recognized the significance of prevention plan for occupational accident. An
effective safety program is therefore important to increase the workers awareness of safety and
health, in particular to reduce risk behaviors in the workplace. Information dissemination

concerning accident prevention at the worksite is thus a priority to ensure safety in the workplace.
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