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The study was conducted for the following two objectives : 1) to find out the
attitude toward premarital sexual relationship of high school students in Thanyaburi
District, Pathumthani Province ; 2) to identify the relationship between the factors
related to the attitude toward premarital sexual relationship of high school students
in Thanyaburi District ,Pathumthani Province. The sample of this study were 194 high
school students at Thanyaburi school and Thanyarat school. A questionnaire used to
collect the data was divided into 4 parts. The first part dealt with the bio-social data
(i.e., sex ,age,parents' current status , income per month ,being taught about sex
from their parents ,influence from peer group, influence from media ,having
boyfriends/girifriends, and experience in sexual intercourse. The second part measured
the respondents attitu'de toward premarital sexual relationship. The third part
measured future orientation and self-control. The last part measured belief in
internal locus of control . All the measurement parts were examined for its validity
and tested for its reliability.The statistics to describe the data were percentage, mean ,
standard deviation , t-test ,One-Way Analysis of Variance and Pearson' s Product
Moment Correlation were used to test the hypothesis.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. General background information .Most of the high school students in the
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the sample ( 51 %) were female. Their average age was 17.3 years. Their average
monthly allowance was 1,642.27 baht. The parents of about 68.6 percent lived
together. Nearly half (46.9%) had no boyfriends/girlfriends . Most of them (89.2 %)
had no experience in sexual intercourse.

2. The student were found to have a poorly positive attitude toward premarital
sexual relationship.

3. The background variables that had a significant relationship with the
attitude toward premarital sexual relationship was sex, having boyfriend/girlfriend
and experience in sexual intercourse. That is, male students had a better attitude
toward premarital sexual relationship than female ones .The students who had a
boyfriend/girlfriend had a better attitude toward premarital sexual relationship than
those who did not. Also, the students who had experience in sexual intercourse
had a better attitude loward premarital sexua! relationship than those who did not.

4. The psychological factors that had a negative relationship with the
attitude toward premarital sexual relationship with a statistical significance were
future orientation and self — control and belief in internal locus of control. That is,
the students who had higher future orientation and self-control and higher belief
in internal locus of control had more negative attitude toward premarital sexual
relationship than their counterparts.

5. The environmenta!l factors that had a negative relationship with the
students' attitude toward premarital sexual relationship with a statistical
significance was being taught about sex from their parents .That is,the students who
had been taught a lot about sex from their parents had less attitude toward premarital
sexual relationship than those who had been taught less about sex from their
parents. On the other hand , the environmental factors that had a positive relationship
with the attitude toward premarital sexual relationship were influence from peer group

and influence from the media . That is , the students who had more influence
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from the peer group and from the media had a better attitude toward premarital
sexual relationship than those who had less influence from these sources.

R The following recommendations were made to prevent students from
premarital sexual relationship.1) The family institution should play a major role in
teaching children about sex. Also, the children should be instilled with good
psychological characteristics, i.e., future orientation and self —control and belief in
intemal locus of control. The parents should pay attention to their children's selection of
friends,and to their exposure to the media. 2) The educational institution, or schools,
should have a project to train the students on good psychological characteristics ,i.e.,
future orentation and self-contro! and belief in intemal locus of control. The
schools should give the children a correct knowledge about sex, including appropriate
behavior with the opposite sex. 3) The govemment should suppress pomographic
media seriously and continuously, as they can induce students to  sexual

relationship while in school.



