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ABSTRACT
-~
E 11035

This study aimed to investigate the effect of pronunciation training on Thai
learners’ speaking skill. The purposes of the study (1) investigate the pronunciation
problems of Loei Rajabhat University students (2) to examine the awareness of the
pronunciation problems among Thai learners (3) to investigate the effect of
pronunciation training on learners’ speaking skill.

The sample group c;omprised 20 students majoring in Public Health, who
enrolled in 0001102 English for Communication 1 in the second semester of the
academic year 2009, at Loei Rajabhat University. They were chosen by purposive
random selection from those who had low English proficiency at level 5 on ELLIS
Placement Test. The research instruments used in this study comprised (1) two sets of
questionnaires (2) pronunciation test used as pretest and posttest (3) an observation
checklist (4) a reflective report and (5) an informal interview. The data were analyzed

using the computer SPSS for window program to determine the percentages, mean

(;), standard deviation (S.D), and t-test. The qualitative type of data was classified
into meaningful information. -
The procedures of the study included: (1) The participants completed the
questionnaire, the pronunciation test, and an informal interview, (2) On the basis of
the results on the students’ pronunciation problems, a pronunciation instruction was
planned, (3) The participants were trained on pronunciation skills namely, English
vowels, consonants, stress and intonation, (4) An observation was made during the
training to find the effect of pronunciation training, (5) At the end of the training
session, the parallel form of the questionnaire, the pronunciation test, and the informal

interview were again administered.



The results from the study revealed as follows: E‘4 1 0 15
1. The participants were found to have difficulty pronouncing some
consonant sounds, including fricatives at both initial and final positions.

2. The participants’ awareness towards the pronunciation before the
training was considered at the mean of 3.98 (x=3.98). After the training process, the

participants’ awareness towards pronunciation was changed to 4.45 ()—c=4.45). It
therefore can be interpreted that the participants’ awareness towards the training
increased after they had been trained.

3. The pronunciation test scores and the information interview scores on
the posttest were found higher than those of the pretest. The differences were
statistically significant at the 0.05 level. These can be interpreted that the

pronunciation training helped improve the participants’ speaking skill.
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