51891UN15 Y

URUEUIY MIWAIIYaInoane lunamilonauy

1111 Slow Tourism A MF U AVIDURIRTI01Y

Slow Tourism Attractions Development in Upper Northern

for Elderly Tourists
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Slow Tourism Attractions Potential Evaluation in Upper Northern that
Suitable for Elderly Tourists
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Abstract

Subject : Slow Tourism Attractions Potential Evaluation in Upper Northern that Suitable

for Elderly Tourists

Project : Slow Tourism Attractions Development in Upper Northern for Elderly Tourists
Research Fund for the year of 2010 : 1,626,000 Baht

Research Period: 1 year - From April 1%,2010 to April 1%, 2011

Researchers :  «Korawan Sangkakorn, Suree Bonyanupong, Junjit Thiensiri, Krisana Poomlek,
and Karnjana Jeerat
246433
The objectives of this research are 1) Survey and study the tourist attractions potential in
upper northern which can be appropriated to the Elderly Tourists, 2) Evaluate the tourist
attractions potential in upper northern if it possible arrange for “Slow Tourism” for the Elderly
Tourists, and 3) Propose the tourist attractions development plan under the concept “Slow
Tourism” for the Elderly Tourists. This project is conducted as survey research with research
design. Collected data from various sources e.g. reference documents, website, area attractions,
interview elderly tourists who visit upper northern. Collected all information as a database and
crated Geographic Information System (GIS). Using questionnaire as tool in collecting data with
elements screening: Accessibilities, Amenities, Valuable source of the attractions and Tourist
facilities in the vicinity. There are 3 steps in evaluating this project: Preliminary assessment,
Provincial level assessment, and Regional level assessment.

The results of preliminary stage of this study found that most of the tourist attractions
in upper northern are religious places, historic i.e. ancient city and museum. Located in town,
convenient to visit with good facilities e.g. accommodations, restaurants, souvenir shops, and
other interesting place as well as hospitai in case of emergency.

For Provincial study, found that there are 139 Tourists Attractions in 8 provinces in
northern area. Rated the top ten places of each province as well as classify the types of the

attractions.
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- For Regional part: dividing the attractions into 3 groups according to the scores: first
group: There are 6 pléces of low tourist potential (less than 78 scores), second group: 109 places
of medium tourist potential (score of 79-155), and third group: 24 high potential tourist attractions
(score of 156+).

Most of the high potential attractions are in Chiang Mai and Nan. Considering the high
potential attractions, there are all types of attractions; mostly Historic and Religious (16 places),
followed by Natural Attractions (4 places) and 2 places of Cultural Attractions. Although the
attractions in northern of Thailand have a high potential to support the Elderly Tourists, but there
still lacks of service-management of the facilities that appropriate to the Elderly Tourists.

This study proposed 3 processes for “Slow Tourism for the elderly tourists development
plan: 1) Physical Development: in order to improve the amenities, securities, valuable added,
2) Management Development: conduct training, workshop for personnel of the organizations in
order to educate them regarding the concept of “Slow Tourism” for the Elderly Tourists. Prepare
and publish the “Attractions’ Facilities Improved Handbook”. Provide financial support, and 3)
Market Development: updating information through appropriate media, publish needs, problems
and behavior of the Elderly Tourists as well as 1deas of facilities improvement. Special promotion
during low season and weekdays - this will be a two-way benefit i.e. business-owner will get

supplemental income and the Elderly Tourists spend lower cost.
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