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The two major objectives of the study were 1) to find out the level of family
responsibility-oriented behavior and 2) to identify the factors affecting their family responsibility-
oriented behavior. A total of 300 students were purposively selected from male students in higher
vocational certificate programs and uhdergraduate students majoring in commerce. These
students were studying in Indharchai School of Commerce, Rajamongala Istitute, Phranakorn
School of Commerc;: and Rattanabandit College. A questionnaire was uscd to collect the data.
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and Multiple regression analysis were used to analyze the data.

Most of the male students in the study were more than 20 years old. Their grade point
average (GPA) was below 2.74 and their household income was more than 10.000 baht. As a
whole, the family responsibility-oriented behavior of the students was found to be moderate. That
is, those who were highly oriented to family responsibility were found in the group of students
who were 20 years old or more, who had a lower GPA than 2.74, and whose family income was
lower than 10,000 baht a month.

When the hypotheses were tested the factors found to have a positive relationship with
the male students’ family responsibility-oriented behavior were method of bringing up with love,
support and reasoning, social norms, responsibility for the family, future-oriented and self-
control, Internal locus of control, following, Buddhist teachings, good mental health, and positive

attitude towards family. On the other hand, the factor found to have a negative relationship with
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the male students’ family responsibility-oriented behavior was peer dependency. Besides, the
situational factors and the psychological characteristics factors were found to be able to predict
the variance of the positive attitude towards the family responsibility-oriented behavior at the 0.05
level of statistical significance. That is, the psychological characteristics factors could account for
the variance more than the situational factors. Next, following the Buddhist teachings could
account for the variance most, followed by future orientation and self-control, and internal locus
of control, respectively. Besides, psychological characteristics factors together could account for
75.0% of the variation of the positive attitude toward the family responsibility-oriented behavior.

It was therefore recommended that further studies should be conducted with students in
educational institutions in different areas or regions to be able to deal with this issue effectively.
Other variables that should be taken into consideration were birth order, family size,
characteristics of the family, knowledge about family responsibility, sex experience and others, in
order to find out the factors contributing to male students’ family responsibility-oriented
behavior.

In addition, schools or educational institutions should promote leaming programs or
activities that focus on future orientation and self-control and internal locus of control.
Educational programs or activities related to ethics, moral and religious teachings should be held
for students. In the family, the parents should bring up their children with love, support and
reasoning. The parents and people around children should serve as then good models. The
students should be trained on how to be responsible for their families, along with attending
Buddhist activities. They should be educated about family responsibility in order to have a good
attitude toward family responsibility-oriented behavior and thus to develop such behavior. The
three aspects that should be developed at the same time were : 1) situational factors (i.e., child
bringing-up and acknowledgement of social norm), 2) psychological characteristics factors (i.e.,
future orientation and self-control, internal locus of control, following Buddhist teachings, and

good mental health), and 3) situational psychological factors (i.e., good attitude and peer

dependency).



